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DO YOU NEED MONEY TO 
BUILD—EXPAND—MODERNIZE 
or for 
DEBT REDUCTION 


YOU HAVE IT RIGHT IN YOUR 
OWN PARISH 
a 
IT TAKES “KNOW-HOW” TO 
TRANSFER IT FROM YOUR PARISH 
TO THE CHURCH BUILDING FUND 
* 
WE ARE SPECIALISTS IN CATHOLIC 
FUND RAISING ACTIVITIES 





LET US EXPLAIN OUR UNIQUE DIGNIFIED 
PLAN—WHICH HAS MET WITH ACCEPTANCE 
IN MANY DIOCESES 


Inquiry or consultation entails no obligation 


FLYNN, GOULD & ASSOCIATES 


FLYNN, GOULD & ASSOCIATES 

Hub Building 

Freeport, New York 

(1) I am interested in knowing about your Fund-Raising Plan. Without 
cost or obligation please send me full information as to your methods. 

(2) Please have your representative telephone me for an appointment to 
explain your Plan. This of course entails no obligation on my part. 


PARISH. 


Please Print 

STREET 

TOWN.. STATE. 

PASTOR PHONE NUMBER 


























Life insurance for priests? 


When does a priest need life insurance? 


Whenever there are close relatives or an in- 
stitution in whose support he is interested. 
Lay brothers in the teaching profession 
have similar needs and are equally eligible 
for all MLCU policies. 


And life insurance represents one of the 
most secure savings plans available today— 
a sure way to build a future based on 
a guaranteed return of dollars and cents re- 
gardless of a fluctuating economy. Ministers 
Life & Casualty Union offers special life in- 
surance plans which entitle you to lower 
rates because you are a preferred risk! 


For example: A $1,000 Ordinary Life 
policy taken at age 30 will, at age 60, have 
a cash value of $486 which may be used as 
you see fit. And it’s so easy to get insurance 
protection under any of the MLCU plans. 
Providing you have a good health record, 
policies under $5,000 are issued without 
medical examination. All you have to do is 
fill out the coupon at the bottom, sign it 
and mail it. Indicate the type of policy in 
which you are interested and complete in- 
formation and an application will be sent 
immediately. So, since you are a preferred 
risk, take advantage today—no obligation 
of course! Your mailman is our salesman. 


r-————-THE MINISTERS LIFE & CASUALTY UNION --———- 


Name 


Address ; shia 





Date of Birth 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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(Legal Reserve Non-Assessable Life Insurance) 
108 Ministers Life Bidg., Minneapolis 16, Minn. 
In Canada: 30 Bloor St. W., Toronto 5, Ontario 


Please send me information on Ordinary Life 1 


Endowment () 
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God’s Heralds 


(A Guide to the Prophets of Israel) 
BY J. CHAINE 


Translated by Brendan McGrath, O.S.B., 
Monk of St. Procopius Abbey, Lisle, Illinois. 





“This work is not an introduction to the study of the prophets since it 
presupposes that questions of text and of authenticity have already been 
treated. Nor is it a commentary, a doctrinal work, or a piece of apologetics. 
It is, as indicated in its subtitle, a guide to the reading of the Prophets, 
a help to understanding the historical background in which each prophecy 
appeared. And, let it be said immediately, an excellent guide, a great help 
for seminarians, priests, and in general for anyone desirous of under- 
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standing better the Old Testament and prophetic literature.” —Hmmanuel 


THE BOOK. It must be immediately stressed that God’s Heralds is 
not a commentary on the writings of the Prophets of Israel. The one pur- 
pose of the book is to assist every priest and religious already engaged in 
the apostolate, every seminarian in his studies, everyone eager for a richer, 
fuller, in-scope appreciation of the prophetic literature of the Old Testa- 
ment, to be able to place each of the Prophets in his proper setting. The 
effort is precisely this: to provide, in a non-lechnical manner, the back- 
ground (historical, cultural, religious) of the Hebrew Prophets, whose 
names are attached to the canonical “prophetic” books. The end purpose 
then becomes obvious: the actual reading and study of the writings of the 
Prophets becomes more interesting, far easier and, as an important apos- 
tolic consequence, greatly more profitable. 

This unique purpose makes this translation of J. Chaine’s world-famous 
work a unique contribution to the Church in the English-speaking world. 


Price $3.95 


JOSEPH F. WAGNER, INC., 53 Park Place, New York 7, N. Y. 
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Another Lawson Assoctates Success... 


AN OBJECT LESSON IN “DOING THE 
UTMOST”...A Lawson Associates Trademark 





N PLYMOUTH, PENNSYLVANIA, the coal 

miners are out of work. This is not the 
most propitious time for a fund-raising 
campaign, from an economic standpoint. 

Yet, despite this, LAWSON ASSOCI- 
ATES not only undertook the direction of 
this campaign for St. Casimir’s Church in 
Plymouth, we achieved an oversubscrip- 
tion of our goal. 


OUR GOAL WAS $100,000 
WE RAISED $122,000 


We know that many fund raising firms 
would pass up this opportunity to help the 
Church. We know that others might accept 
the challenge, but would set a very low 
goal and hope for the best under what 


might be considered adverse conditions. 


Yet it was obvious to us that the cam- 
paign could succeed, if properly planned 
and directed. It has been equally obvious 
to us that setting the highest goal AND 
ACHIEVING IT is the only honest way 
to consistent success. 


If we had failed in this campaign, we 
would have failed while doing our utmost. 
(Doing the utmost is a trademark of 
Lawson Associates, as is consistent success. ) 
But, if we had failed, the chances are that 
even while failing, we would have raised 
more than the low goal which another firm 
might have set under the conditions which 
prevail in Plymouth. 


AND IT IS THIS WHICH IS IMPORTANT TO YOU, IN YOUR CONSIDER- 


ATION OF FUND RAISING COUNSEL. 


BE suRE ... YOU GET AN HONEST APPRAISAL OF THE FUNDS POTEN- 


TIAL IN YOUR PARISH. 


BE SURE... YOU GET A PRE-CONCEIVED PLAN OF CAMPAIGN TAILORED 


TO YOUR SITUATION. 


BE SURE . . . YOU GET A COST-FREE SURVEY AND ANALYSIS BEFORE 


YOU START YOUR CAMPAIGN. 


BE SURE... YOU GET THE BEST IN FUND RAISING COUNSEL FOR 


THE CHURCH. 


BE SURE .. . YoU GET LAWSON ASSOCIATES. 





The way TO BE SURE is to call, collect, 
Rockville Centre 6-0177, or fill in and mail 
the attached coupon — either request re- 


Lawson A = — = = ap 
Rockyjj}. 23 °Ciates, 1, 
; Pas ille Centre, N. - 7 
‘ase a si 
H O Please i 2 Personal co ! 
I Catholic Fuads Cisttated brockation. ! 
1 Name mPaign’’ ae : 
! . Church i ! 
Address at I ! 









LAwson ASSOCIATES 


FUND RAISING COUNSEL ame. 


ROCKVILLE CENTRE, N. Y. 
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MORE THAN A 
MILLION 
OREMUS LIGHTS 
SOLD ANNUALLY 


Many years of experiment and untiring 
research have been spent in our effort 
to produce a Sanctuary Light that would 
embody the convenience, economy and 
dependability which are to be found in 
our Oremus Light. Available in: 


© STANDARD GRADE 

© 51% PURE BEESWAX 
© 67% PURE BEESWAX 
© 100% PURE BEESWAX 












A. GROSS CANDLE CO.. INC. 


Main Office and Plant * Linden, New Jersey 
Branches: New York, New York ® Baltimore, Maryland 
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No “second-bests”’ 


for God’s Church 


| (PART 1) 


One of our good friends, a priest, has favored us with an interesting disserta- 
tion on standards,” the yardsticks by which values are measured. Since they 
have such a distinct bearing on our own products—and because they apply to 
all buyers of vesture materials—we are presenting the significant features of 
the good Father's cogent observations in two parts. The second will appear in 
the October issue of The Homiletic. 


| Writes the author: “We must have standards, not only in business and | 

government, but especially in religion. When God commanded Moses to | 
build the tabernacle, He gave specific and detailed instructions. Nothing 
cheap or shoddy was to be used. ‘Thou shalt overlay it with the purest gold’ 
(Exodus 25). We must have HIGH standards. Can we truthfully say we al- 
ways provide the BEST for God's House, particularly the furnishings? Are we 
not obligated to adhere to the HIGHEST standards? God is never satisfied 
with ‘second bests.’ When he ordered the vestments of Aaron to be made, he 
said: ‘And thou shalt make a Holy vesture .... for glory and beauty .... and 
all the variety of work shall be gold.’ In Deuteronomy we find the significant 
admonition: ‘Thou shalt not sacrifice to the Lord thy God a sheep or an ox 
wherein there is blemish or any fault.’ If we offer to God the cheapest we can 
procure, we are slighting His standards. Whether we are a wealthy parish 
or a humble mission, we should never offer less than the best.” 


There are no “second bests” when it comes to selecting vesture materials for | 
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. That’s why you will never find any “bargains” | 
in Allen's line of liturgical fabrics. They are the finest liturgical materials woven 
anywhere in the world, yet all can afford them. “The Liturgy Lives in the Weave.” 


**Buy American" i oT 
| A MI 


LLEN SILK MILLS 


liturgical Fabrics | 


Charles M. Muench, Executive Director | 


868 Sixth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y. 





Trade Mark Reg. 


VESTMENT FABRICS BANDINGS 
DRAPERY FABRICS : EMBLEMS 


| 
IN CANADA: ALLEN SILK MILLS (CANADA) LTD., 752 VICTORIA SQUARE, MONTREAL \) 
| 
| 
| 


| **The Liturgy Lives in the Weave”’ 


i} If you are unable to purchase Allen Fabrics 
in your community, write us at once. 











Tue Homtetic aNp PastoraL Review (Monthly), Vol. LV, No. 12 (September, 1955). Copyright 1955 by Joseph F. 
Wagner, Inc., 53 Park Place, New York. Entered as Second Class Matter, October 13, 1917, at the Post Office 
at New York, N. Y., under the act of March 3, 1879. Additional entry at Easton, Pa. Subscriptions to the U. S. 
$5.00 per annum. $5.25 in Canada. 

































Guaranteed 
All Ways! 


Another reason Emkay customers are al- 
ways satisfied — they're never troubled 
with bothersome, costly candle losses . . . 


a broken wick, fast-burning wax, irregular 





shape or other marks of an imperfect 
candle. Emkay waxes, formulas, crafts- 
manship, and quality control rule out all 
such defects. The Emkay customer is 
fully protected. Every Emkay Candle is 
guaranteed all ways ... guaranteed for 
size, shape, color... guaranteed to burn 
slowly, evenly, cleanly ... 


As perfect a symbol as a candle can be. 


COMPLETE CATALOG! 


Send now for your copy of 
Emkay’s catalog — a com- 
plete, easy-to-read reference 
book of economical Church 





Candles and Accessories. 





MUENCH-KREUZER 
Candle Co., Inc. 
SYRACUSE 1, N.Y. 


New York Chicago 
New Orleans 
Los Angeles San Francisco 


Woe 


Purveyors to the Vatican by Appointment 
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St. Mark’s Roman Catholic Church, Sea Girt, New Jersey. Architect: Leon W. Slack. 


American Seating Quality 
preferred throughout America 


American Seating church furnish- 
ings lead in preference from coast to 
coast. The reason for this leadership 
is evident in such impressive instal- 
lations as St. Mark’s in Sea Girt, 
shown here. 

You and your architect are in- 
vited to make use of the experience 
dating back more than 65 years— 
out of which such preference has 
grown. American Bodiform pews, 
chancel furniture, and carved wood 
figures deserve your consideration 
whenever you plan to reseat, remodel 
or build. Write to us in detail about 
your plans. 








New silent kneeler pivot 
This new, silent, steel kneeler pivot 
is a feature of all new American 
Seating kneeler-equipped pews. Can- 
not fall or rattle; in “up” position 
it leaves floor completely clear for 
cleaning and waxing. 











ctmetcan Seating Company 


WORLD'S LEADER IN PUBLIC SEATING 
Grand Rapids 2, Michigan - Branch Offices and Distributors in Principat Cities 
Manufacturers of Church, School, Auditorium, Theatre, Transportation, Stadium Seating, and FOLDING CHAIRS 
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You can’t spell SUCCESS without CCS 








BRIDGEPORT CATHOLIC H.S. A fund raising campaign with a minimum goal 

of $1,500,000 was undertaken to provide 
——— the youth of the City of Bridgeport with a new 
Catholic High School. Under the direction of 
CCS, the support of 6800 volunteer workers 
was enlisted and 40,101 prospects were 
visited during the house-to-house solicitation. 
Every one of the 32 parishes involved far 
exceeded its prescribed quota. Through the 
experienced counsel of CCS a total of 
$4,042,546 was realized. 















proposed 
ST. CHARLES GENERAL HOSPITAL A qroning nod foro now Coshatichenpitel 
WEST ISLIP, N. Y. on eastern Long Island prompted a fund raising 





paign for a mini goal of $1,000,000. 
Community Counselling Service Inc., with its 
long record of achievement, planned, organized, 
instructed and coordinated the activities of 
workers in 32 various communities. As a result, 
the new 125-bed St. Charles hospital can begin 
its mission to heal with a total of $1,042,238 


in. subscriptions. 
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CARDINAL’S JUBILEE CAMPAIGN 
TORONTO, CANADA 


On his Silver Anniversary, His Eminence, “4 public goal of $3,000,000. Although the entire 
James Cardinal McGuigan, Archbishop of Ser period of intensive solicitation lasted only 
seven weeks, 144 parishes and 18 missions were 
visited by 13,600 workers and a total of 
$4,200,000 was subscribed to aid the 
Cardinal’s efforts. 


Toronto, inaugurated a crusade for new schools 
and more churches to keep pace with the rapid 
growth of his diocese. CCS was privileged to 


have conducted the campaign for a minimum 








Community €ounselling Service, inc. 


enmPrteege SF aT BUIrLODOIN G * OxFORD S<«BR73 
NEW YORK : DETROIT . ALBANY . FAIRFIELD, CONN. 


992 








THE 
HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL 
REVIEW 


VOL. LV, NO. 12 he SEPTEMBER, 1955 


Pus.isuers* JOSEPH F. WAGNER, INC. * 53 PARK PLACE * NEW YORK 7, N. Y. 
LONDON: B. HERDER * MELBOURNE: W. P. LINEHAN 
CHARLES J. CALLAN, O-P., 8.T.M., LITT.D. * EpiTor 








CONTENTS 
Page Page 
Niebuhr Looks at the Church..... 997 eee 1026 
By John B. Sheerin, C.S.P. By Very Rev. Aidan M. Carr, O.F.M. 
415 West 59th Street Conv., 8.T.M., JC.D., LLB. 
New York 19, New York St. Anthony-on-Hudson 
The Priest and the Doctor—Ectopic Rensselaer, New York 
Gestation and Hysterectomies... 1002 General Administrative Regulations 
By William F. Allen, D.C.L. in the DOGG. ce cccccccsenes 1041 
Forren Memorial Hospital By Right Rev. _Msgr. Paul E. 
Montague City, Massachusetts ag A.M., Litt.D., LL.D. 
The New Vernacular Ritual. HI.... 1007 Punkenes ——_ 
By John J. Danagher, C.M., J.C.D. : i 
St. Thomas Seminary Communications from Our Readers 
1300 South Steele Street Communist Propaganda in the Guise 
Denver 10, Colorado we ig ST jaonenee 1049 
aia : : y Th. J. Zubek, O.F.M. 
The Stillson Wrench in Convert Call to Parish Missionaries......... 1052 
ME 6 sane aaaees settee eee 1013 By William F. Garvin, V.G. 
By Finan Lancaster, O.F.M. . A d 
Holy Name College Questions Answere 
Washington, D.C. By John J. Danagher, C.M., J.C.D. 
, . . Father as Proxy Touching Child.... 1053 
No Timetable for the High-School Abstinence on Threshing Days...... 1054 
REE 4 Gace ws ve cen ee reaes 1016 - 
: ia mee Books and Reviewers 
By Richard O’Shaughnessy, S.M. 
1909 N. Kingshighway Boulevard A Commentary on the Gospels. John 
St Louis. Missouri E. Steinmueller, S.T.D., S.Scr.L.... 1060 
: ‘ A New Testament Commentary for 
The Psalms at Vespers. II........ 1021 English Readers. John E. Stein- 
By Very Rev. Msgr. John J mueller, S.T.D., SSerL........... 1060 
Heneghan, S.T.D., J.C.D. Invalidating Laws. James McVann, 
Chancery Rectory © .. SHES  Sebcbénekidccncseemeks 1061 
378 Clermont Avenue Morale et Medecine. Aloysius J. 
Brooklyn 38, New York she wodncids paaeonsns 1062 
Ae a GaP Vs Gree Sk a 6 06646 03.006460 4068055460 dahendedneerl 1065 
SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
PAYABLE ONE YEAR-$5.00 — IN THE U.S. A. 
ONE YEAR-$5.25 — IN CANADA 
ADVANCE ONE YEAR-$5.85 — FOREIGN 


Solicitors of subscriptions for the Homiteric aNp Pastoral KeviEw are not authorized to receive payments. 
Payments for subscriptions should be made only to its office direct or through the responsible booksellers 
who handle subscriptions. 








Under the direction of the pastor and architect 
RAMBUSCH designed and fabricated the fol- 
lowing appointments: Altars * reredos * balda- 
chin * crucifix * tabernacle * candlesticks ¢ altar 
and parapet rail « lectern * sanctuary furniture 
sanctuary lamp « stations * baptismal font 


sculpture * stained glass « lighting * decorating 


RAMBUSCH 
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Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 1030 
The Mercy of Christ 
Institutional care of the sick and needy is 
quite extensive. Lacking sympathy and 
pity too often, they are not examples of 
Christian mercy. There is great need for 
this mercy, and Christ has shown us how. 


Page 
non-Catholics the impression that it does 
not make a great difference that they are 
not actual members of the Catholic Church. 
In honesty we cannot foster this notion. 


Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost 1036 


The Justice of Christ 


There are startling instances of treason in 
our land today, which indicate how far 
people will go in crime when they reject 
the Christian principle of the obligation 
of civil loyality. 


Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 1032 
The Love of Christ 
On the night before His death Our Blessed 
Saviour proposed fraternal love as_ the 
mark of His true disciples, saying: “By 
this will all men know that you are my Twenty-second Sunday after Pente- 
disciples, if you have love for one another” cost 
(John xzui: 35). This criterion still remains Christ, the King 
as the sign of Christ’s true followers. Those who form the rank and file of the 
citizens should be mindful of their duty 
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 1034 to respect and to obey their lawful rulers, 
The Honesty of Christ as the earthly representatives of Christ the 
There is a tendency nowadays to give King. 





THE ONLY KEY to a most unique clerical library! 


THE HOMILETIC INDEX now extends from 1900 to 1954. 


The 1954 supplement has the same aim as the 1900-1953 volume: 
to be a directory which makes it almost impossible for its users 
NOT to be able to find authoritative material desired for every 
possible use in all phases of the work of priests and religious, 
both practical and theoretical. 


OUR OFFER 


The 1954 INDEX has been mailed free of charge to those who 
have purchased THE HOMILETIC INDEX (1900-1953). Toall 
purchasers of the complete volume, the 1954, 1955, 1956 and 
1957 and 1958 supplements are sent as part of our offer. 


THE HOMILETIC INDEX (1900-1953) $17.50 
THE HOMILETIC INDEX (1954) .50 


JOSEPH F. WAGNER, Inc., 53 Park Place, New York 7, N. Y. 














Model 100AM “Arcadian” 


tHE Latest, Low-cost LITURGICAL BELL 
FOR THE CHURCH WITH A LIMITED BUDGET 


THE SCHULMERICH “Arcadian” ™*ANGELUS AND MASS BELL 


Now your church can AUTOMATICALLY ring the tradi- 
tional Angelus and Mass Calls with bell tones matching 
a 64% ton cast bell. Clock-control sounds the Angelus 
automatically 7 days a week, and provides a different 
Sunday and weekday schedule of Mass bells. 


Motor-driven swinging or tolling bell has push-button 
start, automatic stop. Manual-start-and-stop Funeral Toll 
bell included. Finger-touch striker switch permits sound- 
ing a swinging or tolling bell at any speed, for any duration. 
Record-player included at no extra cost. 

Learn how the “Arcadian” gives you far more for 
much less ! Write: 


SCHULMERICH CARILLONS, INC. 
1OH31A Carillon Hill, SELLERSVILLE, PA. 


*** Arcadian” is a trademark for bell instruments of Schulmerich Carillons, Inc. 
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Niebuhr Looks at the Church 


By JOHN B. SHEERIN, C.S.P. 


== NIEBUHR says that 
any non-Catholic would have to be 
“very desperate” to turn to Catholicism 
today. In The New Republic. (June 6, 
1955) he writes: 


It is not necessary, or possible, to 
gauge the availability of Catholicism 
for moderns except to observe that 
it has preserved the religious sub- 
stance of an age-old faith very suc- 
cessfully; but its authoritarian form 
and its frank defiance of the whole of 
modern culture (particularly since its 
deification of the Virgin Mary) 
makes the return to it impossible for 
anyone but a very desperate modern. 


PROPHET OF ANTI- 
COMMUNIST LEFT 


Usually Niebuhr is more gracious in 
dealing with Catholicism. He has be- 
wailed the Protestant-Catholic tensions 
in this country as contrasted with the 
mutual charity and tolerance exhibited 
by both sides in Germany. He is defi- 
nitely not a professional anti-Catholic 
agitator in the fashion of Blanshard or 
Bishop Oxnam. Perhaps the acid sar- 
casm of “very desperate” can be ex- 
plained by the fact that he was racing 
to make a deadline and thus stumbled 
into using a term that, in a cooler mo- 
ment, he would never apply to all the 
137,000 converts to Catholicism last 
year. One staunch Niebuhr admirer, 
William Lee Miller, admits that his 


hero sometimes uses inexact generaliza- 
tions. Even Homer nods. 

This comment of Niebuhr contains 
nothing new or exciting. It is in the 
main-stream of standard Protestant 
criticism of Catholicism. The Church 
is said to be authoritarian, behind the 
times and guilty of Mariolatry. It 
differs from the usual Protestant criti- 
cism in that Niebuhr admits the Church 
has preserved the religious substance of 
traditional Christianity. Niebuhr, the 
left-wing social thinker, is a preponder- 
antly right-wing Protestant thinker. 

What intrigues me about Niebuhr, 
however, is that his left-wing radicalism 
has an underpinning of real Protestant- 
ism. His fundamental insights and at- 
titudes are akin to those of Luther. 
Yet this No. 1 Protestant theologian 
has for years waved the banner of 
Liberalism. William Lee Miller says 
that one student has counted over a 
thousand articles contributed by Nie- 
buhr to journals on the non-Com- 
munist left. In 1935 he was one of 
the founders of the Fellowship of So- 
cialist Christians, a leading member of 
the Socialist party in the 30’s, and 
editor of its paper The World Tomor- 
row. During the war, he was a rabid 
interventionist denouncing a “senti- 
mentalized Christianity” which would 
prefer neutrality. In 1947 he joined in a 
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statement by the ADA to impose eco- 
nomic measures to force Franco out of 
Spain. He frequently attacks fuzzy 
Liberals for being sentimental, perfec- 
tionist or utopian, but he does so only 
to help them to become more effective 
in solving social problems. He is the 
prophet of the anti-Communist left. 

Yet, in his theology Niebuhr seems to 
be very much the traditional Protest- 
ant. The National Cyclopedia of 
American Biography describes him as 
a Christian revolutionary who has done 
more than any other theologian to re- 
store the Christian doctrine of Original 
Sin. He insists that scientific progress, 
social reform and education cannot, by 
themselves, lead to progress. They 
touch only the outside of man. Man 
can be redeemed only when he comes to 
grips with the trouble within himself, 
the fact that he is a fallen creature. 
William Lee Miller, (The Reporter, 
Jan. 18, 1955) quotes an editor of a 
liberal New York daily paper as saying 
of Niebuhr: “To me the real impact of 
his position is to deepen our awareness 
of human frailty without destroying our 
belief in the capacity of man to combat 
social injustice.”’ 


OPPOSITION TO NATURAL 
LAW AND AUTHORITY 


We will be unable to find the doc- 
trines of Luther verbatim in the writ- 
ings of Niebuhr, though their founda- 
mental attitudes are very similar. In 
judging the Church, Niebuhr may be 
well-informed, but he is not altogether 
objective. He sees the Church through 
the religious vision he has inherited 
from Luther; he weighs the Church in 
Luther’s scales; he pronounces judg- 
ment upon the Church in the light of 
primary Lutheran principles. 

In the article in The New Republic, 
for instance, Niebuhr says that the au- 
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thoritarian form of the Church makes 
it unacceptable to moderns. Here he is 
judging the whole external framework 
of Catholicism against a Protestant 
background. He just doesn’t like the 
concept of authority in religion any 
more than Luther did. 

In other words, it is not the abuse of 
authority that Niebuhr objects to so 
much as the idea of an ecclesiastical 
group intruding into the affairs of the 
soul. The basic idea of Luther was that 
the Christian was free of ecclesiastical 
authority because he was inwardly in- 
structed by God alone. According to 
the old Protestants, no human agency 
should dare to interfere in God’s edu- 
cating process. Zwingli compared it to 
the process by which God inspired the 
prophets of old, which the Reformer de- 
scribed as one that needed no reflection 
or mental activity on the prophet’s 


part. 
The Reformers generally opposed 
the use of reason in religion. Philos- 


ophy or theology were an abomination 
because they impeded the work of the 
Spirit in the soul. That is why Carl- 
stadt had his seminarians cultivating 
a craft instead of studying, and why 
Melancthon apprenticed to a_ baker. 
(This whole question is competently 
discussed in Chapter 4 of John Adam 
Moehler’s classic Symbolism or Exposi- 
tion of Doctrinal Differences). 

One of the features of modern Cath- 
olicism that bothers Niebuhr is that we 
seem to place such great stress on Nat- 
ural Law. Is not this all of a piece 
with Luther’s opposition to theological 
and philosophical speculation in reli- 
gion? Are not Luther and Niebuhr one 
in rejecting, to a large degree, the in- 
terference of the human mind in a work 
that only God can do? In his article 
entitled “A Protestant Looks at Catho- 
lies” in The Commonweal (May 8, 
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1953) Niebuhr says there is something 
ironic in the fact that Catholics regard 
the Natural Law as a meeting-ground 
for Catholics and Protestants, and yet 
it is really a source of tension. For he 
states quite bluntly that he (and ap- 
parently other Protestants) believe that 
Natural Law concepts represent “the 
intrusion of stoic or Aristotelian ra- 
tionalism into the more dynamic ethic 
of Biblical religion.” 

In the matter of birth-control, more- 
over, he echoes Luther’s idea of the free 
soul, free of any earthly law and bound 
only to God. He admits that Nature 
intends procreation as the end of sexual 
relations, “but we believe also that the 
freedom of the human person rises in- 
determinately above the primary ends 
of nature.” He brands the Catholic 
teaching on birth-control as being na- 
turalistic. 

Niebuhr doesn’t seem to place a great 
stress on the need of a church, prob- 
ably because a church smacks of au- 
thority. He admits the need of edu- 
cated ministers but reminds ministers 
that in answering the deeper questions 
of life and death, they must answer from 
faith rather than from knowledge. He 
commends vaguely a church that main- 
tains contact with a living past and is 
the seed-plot of a new humanity, a body 
of Christ that looks to the future as a 
challenge. Yet he also speaks in no 
uncertain tones of the corruption of the 
Chureh. In so doing, Niebuhr sounds 
much like Luther. 


NIEBUHR’S “INVISIBLE CHURCH” 


For Luther insisted that no authori- 
tative church was necessary since every 
soul was taught by God. Moreover, as 
there was no human mediation between 
God and man, there was no need of a 
consecrated clergy. The idea was that 
God imparted consecration in equal de- 


gree to every man. However, he did 
eventually swing around to the notion 
that “for the sake of good order” be- 
lievers should delegate their priestly 
powers to one of their number to be ex- 
ercised in their name. 

Niebuhr also speaks grudgingly when 
he speaks of the visible church. One 
gets the impression that he considers it 
some sort of necessary evil, but that the 
only real church is the “invisible” one. 
In an article in The Christian Century 
(July 22, 1953) he tells how religion 
can become corrupt. And he goes on to 
say, “This gives meaning to the seem- 
ingly absurd charge of the Reformation 
that the church can become anti-Christ. 
This too justifies the Reformation in- 
sistence that an ‘invisible church’ must 
be distinguished from the visible one.” 

In many places in his writings, 
Niebuhr speaks very strongly of the 
just claims of the community, political 
or ecclesiastical, as against the claims 
of the individual. He will even refer 
to the danger of religious experience as 
a “mere wish-fulfillment.” But in the 
long run, he seems to swing back to the 
same attitude that Luther had when he 
proscribed any ecclesiastical authority 
as an anti-Christ because it usurped the 
function of God, the sole teacher and 
sanctifier. In his Self and The Dramas 
of History, Niebuhr pays more than or- 
dinary attention to the idea that the ex- 
perience of God cannot be coerced by 
any religious or political establishment ; 
he also reiterates that the Reformation 
was justified in insisting on “liberty for 
the individual,” that is the right to par- 
‘don for sin without mediation of priest 
or church. 


THE RIGHT TO BE WRONG? 


In a chapter entitled “Dogma and 
Ontology in the Christian Consensus” 
in his Self and the Drama of History, 


999 











THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 





Niebuhr cites how the Catholic Church 
in the course of history overlaid the ori- 
ginal Christian Biblical teachings with 
theological and philosophical conclu- 
sions. To us Catholics it seems the 
most inevitable thing to use human rea- 
son, enlightened by the Holy Spirit, to 
deduce conclusions from principles laid 
down in Scripture. This is especially 
true in the field of morals. We want to 
know what “Thou shalt not kill!” or 
“Thou shalt not steal!” mean in the 
matter of warfare and social justice. 
We want to know if one can defend 
oneself against an unjust aggressor, or if 
the stealing forbidden by the seventh 
commandment includes the matter of 
denying a living wage to a worker. 

Niebuhr claims that all this specula- 
tion was the working of natural reason. 
Being Greek in spirit, it introduced a 
foreign spirit into the simple ethics of 
the Bible. 

Moreover, the system of Natural 
Law that figures so prominently in 
Catholic moral theology, according to 
Niebuhr, is not only too Aristotelian, 
but too inflexible as well. It is his idea 
that Natural Law concepts are too rigid 
to be able to meet the shifting cireum- 
stances of history. As mentioned 
above, the early Catholic ideas of sex 
in marriage, says Niebuhr, can no longer 
apply to our present-day enlarged con- 
cept of the comradeship of sexual love. 

Here we are back again to Luther’s 
idea of the soul taught only by God 
and of the need of excluding the intel- 
lect from the process of religious ex- 
perience. And if we stay with Niebuhr 
in his line of thinking, we come full 
circle to religious subjectivism. We 
find that many Protestant theologians 
glory in their originality. They are 
happy over the fact that they have de- 
vised a religious doctrine of their own, 
each one a little different from the other. 


1000 


They speak of the liberty of the human 
person in his encounter with a personal 
God, but the trouble is that too often 
they are slaves of their own hallucina- 
tions and prejudices. They are in love 
not with God, but with their own ideas, 
sentiments and whims. 

Now Niebuhr warns frequently 
against the dangers of private religious 
experience. He tells his Protestant fol- 
lowers to make sure that they shatter 
their pride and self-esteem, that they 
abandon their human pretensions and 
self-righteousness in their encounter 
with God in prayer. But what is the 
Protestant to do if he is uncertain as to 
whether or not an inspiration is from 
God or from his own subconscious? He 
cannot be certain of anything unless 
he can compare his inspirations with 
the teachings of an external Christian 
body, and that teaching body must be 
infallible. 


STRANGE BLIND SPOT IN 
A CHRISTIAN TEACHER 


But Niebuhr condemns the idea of 
the Church as an infallible teaching 
body. Getting back to his concept of 
the unregenerate human heart, he says 
that even the just man is still at vari- 
ance with God. There is a universal 
inclination in men to use their right- 
eousness to hold their fellowmen in con- 
tempt. Therefore, according to Nie- 
buhr, it was catastrophic when Cathol- 
icism claimed to possess absolute truth. 
For the priests who held high positions 
in the Church tended to expand their 
pretensions and even claimed political 
supremacy over the whole of medieval 
culture. The climax of this pretense 
and pride came when the Pope asserted 
he was the Vicar of Christ on Earth. 

It has been said that Luther’s chief 
fault was that he never understood the 
doctrine of the Word becoming flesh. 
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He believed in a purely interior Christ, 
a Christ who never became visible but 
who remains forever invisible in the 
internal dialogue between the soul and 
God. That seems to be true also of 
Niebuhr. He seems to pass quickly 
over the Johannine concept of “the 
logos made flesh.”’ His interest is in the 
divine nature and not in the flesh of 
Christ. But the early Christians saw 
the visible Christ, they heard his audi- 
ble words, they admired Him because 
He spoke as one having authority. He 
founded a visible Church that was to 
be the continuation in space and time of 
His Person. He knew and foretold that 
there would be scandals and at times 


evil men in this Church, but He also 
promised that “the gates of Hell” would 
not prevail against it. His Mystical 
Body would preserve the integrity of 
His doctrines against the vagaries of 
subjectivism, and His ministers would 
channel His graces despite their own 
personal defects. An authoritarian 
church does not fit in with Luther’s and 
Niebuhr’s idea of what a church should 
be, but it is precisely the kind of church 
described by Jesus when He told His 
apostles to make disciples of all the 
nations and to teach them to observe 
whatever He had taught them during 
the days when He was visible to them 
in the flesh. 





In the next H P R issue 





From Dublin, Eire, David Terence Magennis raises the question, “Can 
mothers spoil their sons’ lives?” His answer is a loud affirmative. 
In Do Manfully! the author writes: 


“Tf our Catholic mothers had a real, solid, doctrinal devotion to Mary, 
there would be less of ‘Momism.’ We should have early marriages, 
many marriages, and happy and fruitful marriages. This won’t come 
from snobbish, money-planned marriages, nor from marriages postponed 
till all hopes of a family are past, nor till selfishness has cut deep grooves 
in a person’s character that make him unfit for holy parenthood. If 
Catholics really loved the Mass and the seven-fold sacramental system, 
we should have less of this all-too-true talk about ‘the vanishing Irish.’ 


“Tt is important to do some straight thinking and deep praying and 
earnest resolving. We may all too easily canonize our own unwillingness 
to face life manfully and fool ourselves into believing that a prolonged 
babyhood is a life of virtue. The Psalmist calls out, ‘Viriliter age.’ ” 
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The Priest and the Doctor 


Ectopic Gestation and H ysterectomies 


By WILLIAM F. ALLEN, D.C.L. 


ew PATHS OF THE PRIEST and 
the doctor frequently cross one an- 
other. There is a kinship between the 
two which is easily discerned, and there 
are problems in pastoral and problems 
in medicine that entangle both sci- 
ences in the final answer. This article 
purports to attempt nothing new, but 
simply to review two situations which 
always present a certain amount of 
worry and difficulty to both priest and 
doctor: 1) ectopic gestation, 2) hyster- 
ectomies. We are concerned with both 
good medicine and good morals. 


I. ECTOPIC GESTATION 


Under the title of ectopic gestation is 
considered a phenomenon in pregnan- 
cies which is not too frequent, but 
which does occur in about six cases 
out of every thousand. Of late years 
there does seem to be a slight increase 
in the rate. One can never predict 
when it will happen, nor explain why it 
does; but every obstetrician is on the 
lookout for it whenever the mother 
begins to experience mysterious pains 
or present early signs of undue dis- 
tress. The name, “ectopic,” means 
“out of place,” and signifies that the 
fetus has begun to develop in a situs 
not proper to it. The child may seek 
to grow in the fallopian tube, or in the 
ovaries, or in the abdomen. Of all the 
hypotheses, the development in the fal- 
lopian tube is about the most common 
and dangerous, and the discussion in 
ectopic gestation is limited to that 
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phase. It is said that 99% of such preg- 
nancies will terminate either in the tu- 
bal abortion or the rupture of the tube, 
with dire consequences both for mother 
and child. In view of the ultimate 
effect, the doctor seeks, from the first 
moment of discovery of the condition, 
a solution favorable to the mother par- 
ticularly, since the baby hardly can be 
expected to reach term. The answer 
to his question was an age-old contro- 
versy in the church, and it is extremely 
interesting and instructive to follow the 
decisions of the Moralists. 


BEFORE 1931 


The answer to “What can we do to 
save the mother?” was far from satisfy- 
ing before 1931. Doctors knew that 
the fetus, as long as it stayed within 
the mother, threatened her life because 
of the strong possibility of a great 
hemorrhage. They would have desired 
to remove it. But to the Moralists 
this was a direct attempt on the life of 
the child, the equivalent of murder, 
and an application of the infamous 
“The end justifies the means.” They 
looked upon the tube as healthy; they 
saw the danger, forthcoming from 
either the probable rupture of the tube 
or from the swelling within the tube. 
But, before the tube ruptured and the 
danger of hemorrhage became immi- 
nent, nothing could be done by the 
doctor to help the mother. Before 
that moment, it would have been direct 
abortion to apply any remedy for a 
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hemorrhage not yet declared. This did 
embarrass the doctor and it caused 
considerable concern to both the hospi- 
tal and the patient. 


AFTER 1931 


After 1931, however, the medical pro- 
fession came upon scientific data which 
changed the complexion of the moral 
phase of this problem. From an intense 
study of the medical facts of ectopic 
gestation in the fallopian tube, scholars 
of high repute and renowned learning 
sustained the thesis that the fallopian 
tube in an ectopic gastation was patho- 
logical from the very beginning of such 
a pregnancy. There is disintegration 
of the tube from the earliest moments 
due to the fact that the tube was never 
intended as the situs for the child, and 
thus its physiological make-up does 
not favor the process of fetal growth. 
Medical books go deeply into the argu- 
ment, and leave no doubt in the mind 
of the reader that there is solid founda- 
tion to the thesis. Moreover, the con- 
trary opinion finds no support whatso- 
ever in the medical field of this modern 
day. 

Father T. L. Bousearen, 8.J., in his 
The Ethics of Ectopic Gestation, seized 
upon the new medical facts and elabo- 
rated on a new approach to the moral 
problem involved, under the able and 
shrewd guidance of the noted moral 
theologian, Father A. Vermeersch, S.J., 
of the Gregorian University, Rome, 
Italy. The premise of the new ap- 
proach in moral was: the fallopian tube 
in a ectopic gestation is pathological 
long before the rupture of the tube. 
Some reputable medical research men 
insist that the tube is diseased from 
the very start of the pregnancy. They 
followed, in the new moral decision, 
with another premise: the mother has 
a right to rid herself of a diseased organ 
threatening her very life. The mother, 


therefore, may have the pregnant tube 
removed. That the tube is filled with 
a fetus is accidental, and the consequent 
death of the fetus will be indirectly 
willed. It is the breakdown of the tube, 
the disintegration from a physical view- 
point, that causes the threat to her 
life. Her life is saved not by the death 
of the fetus, but rather, by the removal 
of a tube which is unhealthy to a very 
dangerous degree. In all this reason- 
ing, the principle of an act with a 
double effect finds sound application. 
We note again the different approach 
to the problem before and after the year 
1931. The cause of the condition of 
the mother was held to be, before 1931, 
the danger of a fatal hemorrhage, and, 
until it came, nothing could be done 
about it. After 1931, the danger of 
ectopic pregnancy came from a tube 
that was pathological, and in a dis- 
eased condition from the beginning of 
the pregnancy. We must also note that 
there are a few Catholic authors who 
still maintain the position of the ques- 
tion as known and decided upon before 
1931. However, the solution reached 
after 1931 receives the approval of so 
many able and well-known theologians 
today, as well as the approval of the 
Ethical and Religious Directives for 
Catholics Hospitals, that one should 
not hesitate to use that solution with 
perfect tranquillity of conscience. 


MINOR DIFFERENCES 


Among those who are agreed to 
accept the post-1931 moral approach, 
more in accord with present-day medi- 
cal facts, there are some minor ques- 
tions upon which the same accord is 
not present. 

One of the first difficulties comes 
from the query, “When shall the tube 
be excised?” (Such will be the opera- 
tion: the entire fallopian tube, filled 
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with the fetus, will be removed since it 
is the tube which is diseased. Note 
that the fetus is not touched directly.) 
Some maintain that since the tube is 
pathological from the start, it may be 
excised at any time after its discovery. 
Others assert that we have no right to 
shorten the life of the fetus unless for a 
serious reason; thus, if there is no sign 
of danger to the mother, then the op- 
eration must not be performed. None, 
however, favors delaying the operation 
until actual rupture. 


EXACTLY WHEN TO OPERATE? 


A survey of all opinions would lead 
us to conclude: 1) If the fetus is near 
viability (which will be a rare occur- 
rence), then the operation should be 
put off until it reaches viability, or at 
least given the opportunity to do so. 
The mother should be kept under strict 
surveillance so that she will not be 
placed in grave danger of losing her 
life. 

2) If the doctor judges that the 
danger to the mother’s life is serious, 
and is de facto present (and any doubt 
thereon must be solved in favor of the 
mother, since little is to be gained by 
the fetus, should a hemorrhage occur), 
then, the operation may be licitly per- 
formed immediately. We note that 
the doctor is the one capable of deter- 
mining the presence of danger, the need 
of the operation, and the moment for 
the latter. He, too, must solve the 
doubt in any case. 

3) If the tubal pregnancy is dis- 
covered on the occasion of another ab- 
dominal operation, the tube may be 
excised then and there, if the doctor 
prudently judges that the mother will 
not be able to withstand another opera- 
tion for the ectopic fetus in the near 
future. Since the tube is thought to be 
pathological from the start by good 
medical authories, this view may be 
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accepted and worked on if it presents a 
serious advantage to the mother in a 
concrete case. 

Writes Father Gerald Kelly, S.J., in 
the first part of Medico-Moral Prob- 
lems: 


The doctor must judge from his 
knowledge of medical facts, and of 
the patient with whom he is dealing: 
first, that the tube is affected by a 
dangerous pathological condition; 
and, secondly, that the operation to 
remove this pathology cannot be de- 
layed without notably increasing the 
danger to the mother. If he judges 
that he can safely use expectancy 
treatment and thus prolong the life 
of the fetus, he must do so. 


And the Ethical and Religious Direc- 
tives for Catholic Hospitals (p. 5, no. 
4) has this: 


Any direct attack on the life of 
the fetus is morally wrong. The af- 
fected part of an ovary or fallopian 
tube may be removed, even though 
the life of the fetus is thus indirectly 
terminated, provided the operation 
cannot be postponed without notably 
increasing the danger to the mother. 


AND BAPTISM 


The baptism of the fetus must be 
performed as soon as possible, and the 
priest who is consulted on this sort of 
moral case should insist upon this part 
of the answer. The writer was amazed 
to find that good doctors and nurses 
completely ignored the baptism of the 
fetus, amidst the preoccupation of all 
personnel with the mother and the op- 
eration! In the act of baptizing we 
must tear apart the sac covering the 
fetus before we start to baptize. The 
most efficient manner for baptizing in 
such cases is to plunge the fetus, if 
small, into a basin of water, move it 
whilst under the water, and recite the 
form of baptism through the whole 
procedure. 
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CONCLUSION 


Why not ask your parishioner, that 
good Catholic doctor, about this topic, 
and present the Catholic position to 
him? QOne nevers knows the good that 
might be thus accomplished. Again, if 
asked to speak before a gathering of 
nurses, doctors, or nuns in charge of 
the local hospital, this subject would be 
most appropriate. 


II. HYSTERECTOMIES 


Priests are certainly aware of the 
very general accusation of unnecessary 
operations on the reproductive organs 
of women, young mothers. From this 
trend arises the widespread fear of 
eancer. The number of instances of 
this dread disease in women soon after 
the thirty-fifth year is astounding. 

Some young surgeons, extremely cau- 
tious on the danger of cancer, are too 
wont to remove the womb and the other 
organs of reproduction in a woman at 
the first signs of trouble, possibly bor- 
dering on a growth. As in all things 
else, extremes are to be avoided. There 
does seem to be grounds for abuse in 
this regard, for most hospitals today 
advisedly demand consultation before 
permitting these operations. The sur- 
geon must justify his procedure, since 
it does constitute a serious mutilation 
of the body from a personal and social 
aspect. 

According to Ethical and Religious 
Directives (p. 6B, no. 4): 


Hysterectomy is permitted when it 
is sincerely judged to be the only 
effective remedy for prolapse of the 
uterus, or when it is a necessary 
means of removing some other serious 
pathology . . . Even after the child- 
bearing function has ceased, hysterec- 
tomy is still a mutilation, and must 
not be performed unless sound medi- 
cal reasons call for it. 


We must depend upon the judgment 
of the doctor in all such cases; and if 
the hospital has not the general rule 
concerning consultation in these cases, 
it would be well for the Catholic woman 
to call for a consultation with reputable 
doctors before accepting the decision of 
one surgeon in the case. One can see 
the necessity of having a very sincere 
and religious surgeon and, in most 
cases, one of our own Faith. 

It is evident that to have such an 
operation simply to avoid future preg- 
nancies is gravely sinful, both from in- 
tent of birth-control practice and from 
the aspect of an illicit mutilation of the 
body. Operations of this nature and 
purpose call for serious penarice and 
reparation. If there is pathology, 
disease, or the possibility thereof, the 
operation is licit, providing that 1) 
objectively the condition calls for such 
a radical procedure, and 2) a lesser 
mutilation would not suffice. 

Even in some instances of pregnancy, 
hysterectomy would be licit. We read: 


Hysterectomy in the presence of 
pregnancy, and even before viability, 
is permitted when directed to the 
removal of maternal pathology, 
which is distinct from the pregnancy 
(such as when a cancer is discovered 
in the womb, or some adjoining part, 
during pregnancy; or when the womb 
is prolapsed and cannot be repaired 
or righted, or when delay would be 
fatal) . and which is of such a 
serious nature that the operation 
sannot be safely postponed till the 
fetus is viable” (Ethical and Religi- 
ous Directives, p. 5). 


A SPECIAL HYPOTHESIS— 
A RECENT PROPOSAL 


We read with interest of a new aspect 
to this hysterectomy operation. Known 
as “caesarean hysterectomy,” it pre- 
sents a problem which may confront the 
priest in pastoral ministry at any mo- 
ment. It might involve the woman who 
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has had two, three, or even more cae- 
sarean deliveries, and who is about to 
go to the hospital for another. Her hus- 
band, or the doctor, very sincerely and 
rightfully approach the priest with this 
question: “May we remove the womb 
including the child, and thus effect the 
delivery this time? In our considered 
judgment, it is the safer method of de- 
livery both for mother and child, given 
all the medical facts in this particular 
case.” Such would be the caesarean 
hysterectomy—a delivery via the re- 
moval not of the child alone by cae- 
sarean birth, but rather of the entire 
womb with child therein, with no harm 
to the child, and with much less risk 
and danger to the mother as far as the 
delivery is concerned. However, the 
hysterectomy would inflict a grave 
mutilation upon the mother and would, 
of course, prevent all future pregnan- 
cies. Because of these last two incon- 
veniences, the operation must be 
morally justified. 

The caesarean hysterectomy, in place 
of the conservative caesarean operation, 
as a method, a safer method, of delivery 
under very specific conditions, has not 
been without serious comment and ar- 
gumentation on the part of Moralists. 
Proposed as it was by Dr. Cornelius T. 
O’Connor, M.D., of Boston, Mass., and 
considered first by Rev. John C. Ford, 
8.J., (Theological Studies) from a moral 
viewpoint, the subject has found com- 
ment, both favorable and unfavorable 
in many circles. However, the dis- 
agreement on the subject comes from 
the appreciation of the amount of 
danger in the ordinary caesarean which 
would justify this extraordinary cae- 
sarean—the hysterectomy type. Here, 
again, we must rely upon the sincerely 
honest and truthful judgment of a con- 
scientious doctor to tell us whether, all 
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things considered, there is sufficient 
danger in this concrete, particular case, 
here and now, to justify the choice of a 
safer method, both for mother and 
child, in the delivery. 

Another point that must be well un- 
derstood: the caesarean hysterectomy is 
not used so that there will be no danger 
from future pregnancies; that would be 
tantamount to a birth control proce- 
dure. No, it is advised because of the 
danger, here and now, to be encountered 
in this delivery. Again, we must insist 
that this procedure is not recommended 
because the mother has had a certain 
number of caesarean births. No. It is 
recommended because of the present 
physical condition of the pregnant 
mother as a result, probably, of the pre- 
vious caesareans. As Father Ford 
writes, “Every case must be individual- 
ized, and the immediate safety of the 
patient is the controlling considera- 
tion.” 

The operation is recognized as licit, 
given certain conditions, by the Ethical 
and Religious Directives for Catholic 
Hospitals: 


Hysterectomy is not permitted as a 
routine procedure after any definite 
number of caesarean sections. In 
these cases, the pathology of each 
patient must be considered individ- 
ually and care must be had that 
hysterectomy is not performed as a 
merely contraceptive measure. 


It remains only to conclude, as we 
began, that the path of the priest and 
the doctor frequently cross. The two 
cases which have here been considered 
offer proof that every priest cannot 
give too serious consideration to these 
matters which involve his own parish- 
ioners toward the end that we may have 
both good medicine and good morals. 





The New Vernacular Ritual 


II. By JOHN J. DANAGHER, C.M., J.C.D. 


is THE FIRST ARTICLE of this 
series, there was discussion of the ap- 
probation of the new Collectio Rituwm 
for the United States,?* of its relation- 
ship to the Roman Ritual, of the rules 
for the use of English in the admin- 
istration of the sacraments, of the local 
Ordinary’s approval of the new ritual 
for use in his diocese, and of continued 
use of rituals and manuals that had 
previously been employed. The pur- 
pose of the remaining two articles is 
to discuss certain specific rites and 
prayers that are given in the Collectio 
Rituum. No attempt will be made to 
engage in a detailed treatment of every 
point that might be introduced. At- 
tention will be given only to those 
matters which may be of special in- 
terest to the priest engaged in pastoral 
work. 


BAPTISM 


A cursory examination of the cere- 
monies for the administration of 
baptism to infants shows that most of 
the prayers may be recited in English. 
In accordance with the general norms 
given by the Sacred Congregation of 
Rites, we find the exorcisms and the 
two anointings, as well as the form of 
the sacrament, given in Latin. How- 
ever, a previous or subsequent reading 
in the vernacular of these portions of 
the rite is permitted for the sake of 
better understanding of the ceremonies 
by the laity.*° 
~ * Collectio Rituum ad Instar Appendicis 
Ritualis Romani pro Dioecesibus Statuum 
Foederatorum Americae Septentrionalis 
(Bruce, Milwaukee, 1954). References to this 


ritual will be made by use of the letters C. R. 
*C. R., Praenotanda. 


_vestis albae) .*° 


No longer is it required that the 
priest recite the Apostles’ Creed and 
the Our Father in Latin. These may 
now be said in English by the priest 
and sponsors together, and the one 
recitation will suffice. The rubrics refer 
to the playing of the organ and the 
singing of hymns during the more 
solemn rite of baptism, while the party 
is going to the font.2® We find also that 
the priest is directed to change not only 
the stole, but also the cope, in more 
solemn baptism.?7 The traditional 
meaning of solemn baptism is that con- 
ferring of the sacrament which takes 
place with all of the rites prescribed by 
the Ritual, as opposed to the abbrevi- 
ated ceremony called private baptism, 
which consists only of the essential rite, 
and which is used in danger of death.?® 
The more solemn rite spoken of by the 
Collectio Rituwum does not refer to this 
customary distinction. It means in- 
stead the conferring of the Sacrament 
of Baptism on occasions when a large 
part of the parish takes part in the 
ceremony, making the responses, re- 
citing the Apostles’ Creed and the Our 
Father, etc.”® 

The Roman Ritual directs that a 
white cloth be used on the head of the 
one baptized, in place of the white 
garment (linteolum candidum loco 
The Collectio Rituum, 


however, explicitly allows either a 





*C.R., page 11, no. 14. 

= C.R., page 15, no. 20. 

* A priest or deacon who confers private 
baptism in danger of death is to continue with 
the ceremonies that follow the matter and 
form, if time permits. Canon 759, § 1. 

*C. R., page 3, no. 3. 

” Tit. II, cap. 2, no. 24. 
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white garment or a white cloth in its 
place.*! There is added, after the cere- 
monies following upon the baptism have 
been completed, a prayer in English 
which may be recited or not, at the 
choice of the priest. Those who have 
had opportunity to supply the cere- 
monies, after baptism has been pri- 
vately conferred, will appreciate the 
need of looking over the ceremonies 
beforehand, because there are various 
modifications to be made in the prayers 
for this case. In other words, instead 
of giving the complete rite for the 
supplying of ceremonies, Chapter 3 of 
the first title in the new ritual refers 
us back to Chapter 1 where we find 
the necessary changes given in foot- 
notes. Chapter 2 of this same title 
gives the rite for the baptism of more 
than one infant, so that the minister 
of the sacrament does not have to make 
adjustments in the prayers as he reads. 
We might call attention to the intro- 
ductory rubric for this cermony, which 
directs that boys are to be placed on 
the right and girls on the left for the 
ceremony.*” 

The Collectio Rituum, it should be 
noted, does not give the ceremonies for 
the baptism of adults. The reason for 
this omission is easily understood. The 
Code of Canon Law** allows the local 
Ordinary to permit the use of the 
ceremonies for infants in the baptism 
of adults, and it is customary to grant 
this permission in most, or all, dioceses 
of the United States. Therefore, there 
is little or no need of a vernacular ritual 
for the baptism of adults. 


CONFIRMATION 


The Roman Ritual contains two 
separate chapters for the administra- 
tion of the Sacrament of Confirmation 

= C._R., page 17, no. 24. 


=C.R., page 19, no. 5. 
* Canon 755, § 2. 
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by a priest. In Chapter 2 of Title III 
we find the rite to be followed by a 
priest who is confirming someone in 
danger of death. The following chapter 
gives the rite for administration to 
those who are not sick, which rite is 
used by priests with special faculties 
to confirm, such as those in mission 
territories. The two formularies agree 
substantially. The chief difference is 
that the prayers for confirmation of 
the dying are given in the singular, 
whereas the others are in the plural, 
because they suppose the reception of 
the sacrament by a group of the faith- 
ful at the same time. 

In the Collectio Rituwm there is 
given only the rite for confirmation of 
one who is in danger of death, because 
priests in the United States have facul- 
ties only for those who are gravely ill. 
The prayers are given in Latin through- 
out, with the English translation 
printed at the bottom of the page. 
Consequently, in accordance with the 
general rule laid down at the beginning 
of the new ritual, each of the prayers 
must be recited only in Latin. That is, 
the actual prayers of the rite must be 
said in that language, although it is 
permissible to read the English trans- 
lation before or after for the sake of 
the laity who are present. This ver- 
nacular version was not included in the 
ritual originally proposed. 


HOLY COMMUNION 


The Collectio Rituum does not give 
the ceremonies for the distribution of 
Holy Communion outside of Mass, 
that is, to those in good health, before 
or after Mass, or entirely apart from 
Mass. The new ritual is concerned 
solely with the bringing of Communion 
to the sick and the dying. In this rite 
the only difference between the cere- 
monies for those in danger of death and 
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for those who are less seriously ill lies 
in the formula to be recited when the 
Sacred Host is given to the patient. If 
Holy Communion is being given as 
Viaticum, the proper formula should 
be used, at least the first time Viaticum 
is given. Like the remaining portions 
of the rite, this formula may be said 
in English. However, when the Ordi- 
nary requires that these particular 
words be said in Latin, his directive in 
this regard must be followed. 

It is noteworthy that the entire cere- 
mony for the bringing of Holy Com- 
munion to the sick may be carried out 
in the vernacular.** If the patient’s con- 
fession is heard at the time designated 
for this in the new ritual, the Passio, 
which is customarily recited after the 
giving of sacramental absolution, may 
be said in English. Furthermore, if 
the priest is using the ciborium, or if 
there be left in the pyx a Particle to be 
brought back to the church or chapel, 
when the priest returns there he may 
recite the O sacrum convivium and the 
accompanying prayers in English. If 
no Sacred Particle remains after the 
giving of Communion to the patient, 
the priest concludes the ceremony by 
giving his blessing to the sick person, 
using the prescribed formula for this. 
Like the other prayers, this blessing 
may also be recited in the vernacular. 


* Worth mentioning is the fact that the new 
ritual repeatedly speaks of ministrans, or 
server, where the Roman Ritual would refer 
to the assistance of a cleric in various rites. 
This is recognition of the fact that in most 
places a priest will not have available the 
services of a cleric, but must rely upon the 
help of altar boys. The writer here offers the 
suggestion, based upon experience, that mak- 
ing use of the assistance of one’s altar boys in 
the bringing of Holy Communion to the sick, 
especially if the boys accompany the priest 
in eassock and surplice, will not only be in 
accordance with the rubrics and add dignity 
to the occasion, but it can also be an effective 
means of fanning the spark of a vocation in 
some youngsters who will be drawn to the 
service of the altar by this opportunity to 
assist the priest in his ministry to the sick. 


- 


In this case, the O sacrum convivium is 
not to be recited in the sick room. As 
in the Roman Ritual, it is a prayer to 
be said when the priest returns to the 
altar with the Blessed Sacrament.*® 
The Collectio Rituum gives it now in 
English translation which will be of 
use principally in hospital and convent 
chapels and the like, where members 
of the community will still be on hand 
when the priest returns. 

The Collectio Rituwum, unlike the 
Roman Ritual,3* says nothing about 
the priest’s reciting various psalms 
while he is returning to the Church 
with the Blessed Sacrament. Another 
modification of the rubrics in the ver- 
nacular ritual deserves mention. The 
celebrant is told to pour into the 
sacrarium the water with which he 
washes his fingers after giving Holy 
Communion. If there be no sacrarium, 
the water is to be thrown into a fire. 
These are also the directions given by 
the Roman Ritual.*7 The new ritual 
acknowledges the fact that most priests 
in the United States will find immedi- 
ately available neither fire nor sacrar- 
ium when they bring Holy Com- 
munion to the sick. Hence, there is 
added another alternative, namely, the 
giving of the waier to the sick person 
to drink, if necessary. Whatever 
method individual priests may find 
most convenient to use in purifying the 
pyx and their fingers, many will wel- 
come the rubric explicitly permitting 
the sick person to receive the water 
used for that purpose. Often there is 
no other practicable means to properly 
dispose of the water used for this puri- 
fication. 


* We shall see later that, when all of the 
last rites are given at the same time, the O 
sacrum convivium is to be said in the sick 


room. 
* Tit. V, cap. 4, n. 23. 
* Tit. V, cap. 4, n. 22. 
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COMMUNION IN HOSPITALS 


The rubrics for the distribution of 
Holy Communion speak of the custom, 
in Catholic hospitals of the United 
States of using the ciborium instead of 
the pyx to bring the Blessed Sacrament 
to the bedside of the patients who are 
to receive.*® The ritual describes the 
priest’s carrying the ciborium, covered 
by the humeral veil, while two nuns 
or nurses precede him. The nuns or 
nurses carry a candle, bell, paten, and 
pall. The rubrics speak only of a 
candle, not of candles, seemingly rec- 
ognizing as permissible in these cir- 
cumstances the use of only one candle. 

When the pyx and the sick call burse 
are used for bringing Holy Communion 
to the sick, the pyx will be enclosed in 
a small corporal, which is spread open 
upon the bedside table that is already 
covered with a white cloth. The rubrics 
for Communion in Catholic hospitals 
do not bring out this point explicitly, 
but it seems clear, from the new ritual’s 
description of the rite, that the pall 
carried by a sister or nurse is to be 
placed upon the table at each bedside, 
with the ciborium in turn being placed 
upon the pall during the recitation of 
the prayers and the giving of Holy 
communion to the patient. The ru- 
brics mention only a table covered by 
a white cloth, and say nothing about 
having a corporal on each table. 

The Collectio Rituum, in accordance 
with the rubrics of the Roman Ritual,*® 
repeats the directions given by the Holy 
See some twenty-six years ago for the 
bringing of Holy Communion to 
patients in various rooms or wards. 
According to these directions, all of the 
prayers up to the actual giving of Com- 
munion are said in the plural in the 
first room. Then there are repeated 


*C.R., page 46, no. 13. 
* Tit. V, cap. 4, n. 28. 
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in each of the other rooms or wards the 
Misereatur, Indulgentiam, Ecce Agnus 
Dei, Domine, non sum dignus (once), 
and Corpus Domini nostri. The con- 
cluding prayer is said in the plural in 
the last room. Perhaps we may be 
permitted, with a writer in Ephemerides 
Liturgicae, to express the hope that the 
Holy See will further reduce the length 
of this ceremony, by allowing for each 
patient in the intervening rooms the 
recitation only of the Corpus Domini 
nostri, and this especially in hospitals 
where the large number of patients to 
be given Holy Communion with even 
this shortened rite would require from 
thirty to forty-five minutes each day. 
In these circumstances, constant repeti- 
tion of the designated prayers, by 
greatly lengthening the ceremonies, 
can be a source of grave inconvenience. 


EXTREME UNCTION AND THE 
APOSTOLIC BLESSING 


In the Collectio Rituum we do not 
find the rubrics of the Roman Ritual 
which directs that a crucifix should be 
given to the dying person to kiss when 
the priest enters the sick room. There 
are given three preliminary prayers 
from the Roman Ritual which precede 
the Confiteor and which should be said 
before the anointing, if time permits. 
These may now be said in the verna- 
cular, as may the Confiteor, recitation 
of which is required. Then follows a 
portion of the Gospel according to St. 
Matthew, the reading of which is 
optional. The prayer immediately be- 
fore the anointing, like the sacramental 
forms and the several prayers that 
follow, are given only in Latin text. 
Therefore, if the priest is to read these 
in English, he must do so only before 
or after the Latin recitation. 

If circumstances do not permit the 
recitation of the concluding prayers of 
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the rite, there is given at the very end 
a brief prayer in English, which is sup- 
posed to be said.4° However, it would 
not be lawful to omit the Latin recita- 
tion of the three prayers referred to, 
using for them only the vernacular, on 
the grounds that there is not time for 
both English and Latin versions. The 
vernacular prayer printed at the end 
of the rite is to be used as a substitute 
if there is not time for the three Latin 


prayers. The English translation of 
the prayers immediately after the 


sacramental forms may not be used 
as a substitute for the Latin prayers 
themselves. 

The prayers for the Last Blessing 
are given immediately after the rite of 
Extreme Unction in the new ritual. 
This blessing, which has a _ plenary 
indulgence attached to it, should be 
given whenever the Sacrament of Ex- 
treme Unction is administered.*! It 
should be noted that some of the pre- 
liminary prayers are omitted when this 
blessing is conferred with the “Last 
Rites given without interruption.” 
When the Last Blessing is conferred at 
other times, the complete ceremony of 
Chapter 3 in Title II of the Collectio 
Rituum should be employed. 

A further word of caution may be 
advisable here, although reference to 
the same matter has been made in the 
first article of this series. All of the 
introductory prayers for the Apostolic 
Blessing are given in both Latin and 
English. Therefore, it is permitted to 
recite these prayers only in the ver- 
nacular. However, the prayers which 
actually confer and effect the bless- 
ing are in Latin, with an English 
translation below. Consequently, these 
prayers must be recited in Latin. The 
same is true of the short form when 





*¢. R., page 59, no. 14. 
“Cfr. Canon 468, § 2. 


there is occasion to use it. “Consecra- 
tions and blessings, either constitutive 
or invocative, are invalid if the formula 
prescribed by the Church is not used.’’4? 
To omit the Latin for these prayers, 
substituting English for them, would 
not only be contrary to the rubrics of 
the Collectio Rituum. It would result 
in an invalid blessing, and would de- 
prive the dying person of the plenary 
indulgence at the hour of death which 
is attached to that blessing.** 


SIMULTANEOUS ADMINISTRATION 
OF LAST SACRAMENTS 


There is given in the Collectio Rituum 
what is called a “continuous rite” for 
administration of the last sacraments to 
a dying person.44 As we would ex- 
pect, the differences in the ceremonies 
are minor in almost every instance. 
However, there is one notable exception. 
In the continuous rite, Holy Viaticum 
is administered after Extreme Unction 
instead of being placed before it, as the 
Roman Ritual recommends.*® The 
reason offered by Father O’Connell for 
this changed order of ceremonies is that 
it is “in accordance with the earlier 
practice of the Church, since not Ex- 
treme Unction but Viaticum is regarded 
as the ‘last’ sacrament, and this is best 
prepared for by the anointing by which 
the reliquiae peccati are wiped away 
(Trent). It has the advantage also 
of allowing the patient undisturbed 
converse with his Eucharistic ord.’ 

We have already seen that, in the 
rite for conferring Extreme Unction, 
the concluding Latin prayers must all 
be said, if there is time. If it is not 


“ Canon 1148, § 2. 

*8Cfr. Wuest-Mullaney: Matters Liturgical, 
n. 760, 2. 
“Title III, Chapter 4, pp. 64-82. 
“Tit. VI, cap. 1, n. 2. 
*“The New American Ritual,” by Rev. J. 
B. O’Connell, in The Clergy Review, April, 
1955, page 209, note 1. 
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possible to say them, the brief con- 
cluding prayer in English must be re- 
cited. On the other hand, the con- 
tinuous rite for the last sacraments 
allows one or two of the Latin prayers 
to be omitted if circumstances so 
dictate. Only if all three have to be 
left out is it required to say the ver- 
nacular prayer given at the end of the 
rite.*? 

For the giving of Viaticum, because 
the Confiteor has already been re- 
cited as part of the continuous rite, it 
is now omitted. However, after an 
exhortation to the bystanders to pray 
for the dying person, the priest recites 
with them the Our Father in English. 
Another difference in the continuous 
rite is that the priest, with the others 
who are present, is to say the O sacrum 
convivium in the sick room. Usually 
this prayer is said by the priest alone, 
and only when he returns to the altar 
with the Blessed Sacrament. In the 
continuous rite, he is to say it with 
those who are at the bedside, omitting 
the customary blessing with the Sacred 
Host or with his hand. The reason for 
this omission seems clear. There is to 
follow immediately the Apostolic Bless- 
ing or Last Blessing. For this blessing, 


“C.R., page 76, no. 14. 


in the continuous rite, the priest again 
dons the violet stole which was used 
for the anointing, and which was re- 
placed by a white stole for the giving 
of Viaticum. 

The preliminary versicles for the 
conferring of the Apostolic Blessing are 
omitted in the continuous rite. How- 
ever, the priest should not overlook the 
admonition of the Roman Ritual and 
of the Collectio Rituum*® to instruct 
the sick person, if possible, concerning 
the efficacy of this blessing and of the 
plenary indulgence attached to it; and, 
as well, to have him call upon the Holy 
Name of Jesus with sorrow for his sins, 
and with resignation to the will of God, 
even to the acceptance of death from 
the hands of Almighty God. 

Let us repeat here the previous warn- 
ing, that the permitted recitation in 
English of the preliminary prayer 
Clementissime Deus should not lead us 
to omit the Latin of the actual prayers 
of blessing, lest the dying person be de- 
prived of the plenary indulgence that 
is the peculiar benefit of this Apostolic 
Blessing. 


(The third, and final, member of this 
series will appear in the October issue.) 


“C.R.. page 79, no. 20. 





NOTICE 


The printer of the HomILetic AND PastoraL Review is in Easton, Pa. 


? 


a city which was a victim of hurricane Diane and the ravaging floods. 
The printing plant, as a result, was completely shut down until the waters 
had subsided and the consequent damage had been repaired. 

We offer this information to our readers as both explanation and 
apology for the late appearance of this issue. 
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The Stillson Wrench In 
Convert Work? 


By FINAN LANCASTER, O.F.M. 


je A BEGINNER nothing seems 
more at odds than theory and experi- 
ence. This appears all the more true 
if the beginner in question has just 
undertaken convert work. If he does 
succeed in adjusting this pair to any 
kind of parity, somehow they assume 
the miserable proportions of two left- 
footed shoes. 


ADVERSARII—IN PERSON! 


And so the beginner finds that even 
after he has wholly and _ faithfully 
followed the prescribed psychological 
preamble and has given a series of 
carefully prepared instructions, a grad- 
ual lack of response overtakes his sub- 
ject until all reaction dwindles. There 
are no arguments. There are no ques- 
tions. Just indifference. According to 
what he has been told, and according 
to the best masters on the subject, at 
this point his convert should have 
capitulated. Instead, the beginner 
finds himself with a bad case of indif- 
ference, a boneless passivity which 
even Christ Himself could not stomach. 

Another time, after the convert- 
maker has had his first taste of opposi- 
tion, he finds the reality more violent 
than he suspected. Thus, when he 
bumps into the denial of Christ’s 
divinity for the first time he recoils in- 
stinctively, like a man from a flying 
ember. His initial reaction is one of 
fright, not per se because of his oppo- 
nent, but because really and truly 


right in front of him is one who thinks 
of Christ along the lines of a plumber, 
a ball player, a president, albeit the 
best plumber, the best ball player and 
the best president. The textbook 
denial of Christ’s divinity was a more 
comfortable affair, and besides, if it did 
bother him, all he had to do in order 
to erase his discomfort was to go on 
and read the complete and thorough 
refutation which followed. 

On another occasion the young con- 
vert-maker seems to run across a major 
exception to this disparity of theory 
and experience. 

Thus, for example, if he adopts Frank 
Sheed’s theory along these lines and if 
he begins his apostolate in some hospi- 
tal where serious illness is the every- 
day affair, he will find the two, theory 
and experience neatly meshed together. 


LOGIC AND THE STONE WALL 


In a lecture delivered last year be- 
fore a group of religious at Catholic 
University, Mr. Sheed said, in effect, 
that arguments did no good in the 
matter of convert-making and efforts 
to spread the Faith. Not that argu- 
ment had no place, Sheed pointed out, 
but it was his own finding from many 
years of public speaking that the best 
approach to possible converts lay in 
easy and calm exposition. Prejudice, 
he maintained, is generally too much 
for logic to handle. Rather, for these 
people looking for truth, the simple ex- 
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planation of what is Catholicism does 
more good in the long run than to grab 
them where their reason is short and 
flail away with proofs. Also, he in- 
sisted, the thunder and lightning of 
Catholic refutation is unhappily out of 
place with the average non-Catholic. 
Because the ignorance and curiosity of 
things Catholic which they evidence— 
as Father John Courtney Murray, S.J., 
remarked about Yale’s academic circle 
—it would seem that they should first 
know what we are trying to prove. 

Willing to give this new theory a 
try, the beginner enters the Tubercular 
Building at Gallinger’s City Hospital 
in Washington, D.C. Whatever doubts 
he has about the effectiveness of Mr. 
Sheed’s theory are quieted by the 
thought of the arguments and proofs 
he has crammed in the back of his 
head. But the very first time the young 
priest enters one of the isolated rooms 
and takes notice of the shiny eyes and 
wrinkled faces, his prepared proofs and 
arguments seem almost silly, as though 
he had come to fix a Swiss watch with 
a Stillson wrench. 

Moreover, he finds that even with 
those less seriously ill he has no need 
of his arguments and proofs. Instead, 
the bare telling suffices. Thus, when 
the non-Catholics ask their first timid 
questions, the beginner is surprised to 
find that the simplest kind of exposition 
satisfies. 

He discovers, for instance, in ques- 
tions about the Trinity, that the mere 
explanation that it is a mystery of the 
Catholic religion but none the less en- 
tirely reasonable was accepted at face 
value. His listeners are, moreover, 
equally agreeable to his homely ex- 
amples of the three joined lighted 
matches with the one flame, and the 
one straight line with a_ beginning, 
middle and end. And even when the 
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young apostle insists that these crude 
analogies do not explain the mystery 
and that, furthermore, a mystery is 
not to be imagined or understood, he 
finds they remain completely satisfied. 


QUARRELING OR CONTROVERSY? 


Despite his hospital experience, how- 
ever, the more the beginning convert- 
maker recalls his past “discussions” 
about religion, particularly those he 
had during military service (and which 
he now realizes could have been 
settled by a few simple refutations), 
the less inclined he feels toward Mr. 
Sheed’s theory. Too many times he 
has been on the wrong end of rebuttal 
and it was all the more infuriating 
when he knew he was right to appreci- 
ate the irenic approach of Mr. Sheed. 
It seems to him that controversy ac- 
complishes more. He thinks after due 
deliberation that Arnold Lunn had the 
answer. Mr. Lunn loved controversy. 
Nothing sold a bill of goods more suc- 
cessfully for Lunn than an argument 
thrashed out between two skilled op- 
ponents. Mr. Lunn maintained that 
reason thus employed brought many 
people to the Faith. 

But the more the beginner ponders 
over his verbal bouts in the army, the 
more he finds the accent properly be- 
longing on the “bout.” Sometimes, 
indeed, they were a mere step above 
senseless and furious butting matches. 
3ut even in the few instances where he 
successfully hammered down a heresy, 
he found that in the process he 
hammered down the heretic too. Truth, 
he begins to realize, can bruise. And 
if he is thorough and clear-sighted in 
the matter, this modern-day Paul will 
remember that Mr. Lunn drew a decided 
distinction between quarreling and con- 
troversy. Indeed, when the English 
apologist argued, he kept a firm foot on 
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his emotions. For that matter, he 
thought nothing of inviting someone 
home for tea with whom he had just 
concluded the most violent kind of 
argument. 

Later, when the beginner re-examines 
the technique of both Mr. Lunn and 
Mr. Sheed he finds that there is, after 
all, a common denominator. Because 
Mr. Lunn, despite his glorious love of 
harangue, still manages to deaden its 
sting with a kind of harsh sympathy. 
And Mr. Sheed, for all his logic, yet 
somehow eases its pitiless blows with 
an imagination ever alive to his oppo- 
nent’s distress. In short, both systems 
are shot through with kindness, and 
when the beginner first stumbles upon 
this, he is somewhat disconcerted. It 
should be more complicated. 

The surprise of the beginner’s dis- 
covery may seem strange in view of his 
avowed ambition. One might as well 
brightly announce that hockey players 
use skates. But zeal and kindness 
don’t follow like skates and hockey 


players, because very often zeal finds 
kindness too slow-footed a companion. 
It is only when zeal is slowed down a 
bit with prudence that kindness catches 
up. 

The beginner finds that kindness is 
the only thing which will bring theory 
and experience together. And in his 
discovery he is further surprised and 
delighted to find that kindness works 
two ways. It is not only the best kind 
of defense but, by all odds, the best 
offense because it keeps hatred con- 
stantly off balance. 

Thus, one day when a friend came to 
visit Ezra Pound at St. Elizabeth’s 
Hospital in Washington, D. C., she was 
surprised to see a priest coming from 
his room. She was further surprised 
when she found out the priest initiated 
the visit. 

“Why,” she exclaimed, “he hates 
priests.” 

No one hearing this will be able to 
smile quite so knowingly as a beginner 
who has just begun. 





Christ’s sheep. 


equipment which these 


your name. 





The readers of THe HoMILETIC AND PASTORAL RE- 
VIEW, it seems perfectly safe to say, have been instru- 
mental for the presence of the young men in our 
seminaries throughout the English-speaking world. 
Naturally, there is a priestly concern that these young 
men be given every advantage possible toward the 
day when they will join the ranks of the shepherds of 


We feel that THe HoMILeTIC AND PaAsToRAL REVIEW, 
published solely for priests and religious of the Eng- 
lish-speaking world, forms a significant part of the 
seminarians 
Our offer, then, to our readers who will order THE 
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No Timetable for 
the High-School Chaplain 


By RICHARD O’SHAUGHNESSY, S.M. 


= PRIEST is called another 
Christ and he glories in the title. He 
tries to make himself worthy of that 
title by studying Christ in His words 
and actions, living His life, doing the 
things that He did. Yet the fact some- 
how escapes many priests that Christ 
was a director of souls. Mary Mag- 
dalen, the Samaritan woman at the 
well, Zachaeus, each of the Apostles— 
all received His attention, all pro- 
gressed along the road to sanctity under 
His guidance. To be perfectly another 
Christ, then, the priest must carry on 
this function also: he must be a direc- 
tor of souls. 

Every priest who puts the stole 
around his neck and steps into the con- 
fessional has the opportunity to exercise 
this function, for spiritual direction in 
our country is rarely given outside the 
confessional. Unfortunately the op- 
portunity is most often neglected, and 
souls go away from the confessional, 
week after week, hungry for guidance. 
Wishing to make progress in the 
spiritual life, they feel unsure of them- 
selves and ignorant of method; and 
they fear to consult the confessor be- 
cause they have not been trained to 
seek advice. 


CONFESSIONS DURING 
SCHOOL HOURS 


A great part of the high-school 
chaplain’s time is devoted to hearing 
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confessions. If he fails to make use of 
the opportunities to guide the souls of 
the youths who come to him, he is com- 
mitting a major fault against his duties 
of state. To stress the importance of 
hearing confessions in the high school 
is hardly necessary. The Church 
allows perfect freedom for confession, 
especially where men are concerned. 
It is not a sacrament that must be ad- 
ministered in the parish church, and 
the only authority a priest needs to 
exercise this office is jurisdiction from 
from the bishop. Further, most parish 
priests stand in need of ready relief 
from this task and so will not resent 
some of their parishioners going else- 
where to confess. 

Now high-school boys have many 
reasons for going to confession at the 
school. Some of them have no op- 
portunity to go elsewhere. When the 
boy works after school and on Satur- 
days, and where a strict schedule for 
confessions is adhered to in the parish 
church, he finds no opportunity to make 
use of this Sacrament except during 
school hours. Others feel that they 
know their parish priest too well, or 
that they will get more sympathy from 
the chaplain at the school. Some make 
use of the school confessional merely 
to save time. Whatever their reason, 
the fact remains that many high-school 
students do not go to confession except 
at the school. Each September the 
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high-school chaplain meets boys who 
have not been to confession since school 
closed in June. 

The most important work of the 
high-school chaplain, then, is going to 
be done in the confessional. There the 
chaplain will meet the impressionable 
minds of youth; there, perhaps, he will 
help lay the foundation for future 
sanctity. 

There are three types of boys with 
whom the priest must deal in the con- 
fessional. First, there is the habitual 
sinner who makes “occasional” use of 
the Sacrament. He will go to confession 
before Christmas and Easter, during 
the high-school retreat, perhaps before 
Mother’s Day and an occasional First 
Friday. Then there is the boy who is 
struggling to overcome the habit of sin. 
He sins, he is sorry, he wants to do 
better. He makes frequent use of the 
Sacrament of Penance, coming some- 
times every day or several times a week. 
Finally, there is the boy who has no 
habits of sin to overcome. By the 
grace of God he is able to avoid serious 
sin, sometimes even deliberate venial 
sin. It goes without saying that he 
makes frequent use of confession, and 
is, in some confused way at least, en- 
tertaining the idea of becoming a saint. 


THE ALTER CHRISTUS 1S NO 

CLOCK-PUNCHER 

Each of these types must be of equal 
concern to the high-school chaplain; 
and where each is concerned, he must 
manifest the same qualities that make 
him fit to be a director of souls. He 
cannot, for instance, hurry off the boy 
who comes to him and says, “Father, 
I’m not conscious of any sin since my 
last confession, but a sin of my past 
life is. Such a soul must get just 
as careful treatment as the boy strug- 
gling with vice. It is a fact that with- 


out frequent confession perseverance 


in the state of grace would be impos- 
sible for him. This is a fact which he 
recognizes; and to shunt him off, dis- 
courage him from frequent confession, 
or treat him roughly because he is con- 
suming time which could be devoted 
to the recitation of the breviary may 
serve to start him on the road to perdi- 
tion. Does the priest realize, I wonder, 
what he is doing when he says to such 
a client, “Come back when you have 
something to tell’’? 


HE MUST BE AVAILABLE 


Somewhere near the top of the list of 
qualities required in a spiritual direc- 
tor, and, indeed, of priests in general, 
is availability, coupled usually with ap- 
proachability. The high-school boy 
must know where to find the spiritual 
director and feel welcome to come in 
and discuss his problems. Christ gave 
us the cue when He told the Apostles, 
“Suffer the little children to come unto 
me and forbid them not.” Too often a 
bad stomach, a headache, or an un- 
opened breviary “forbids” them, and the 
“little children” are hurried off without 
Christ’s blessing. People found Christ 
where they expected Him to be, and 
He never drove them away simply be- 
cause they weren’t on His timetable. 
When friends let the paralytic down 
through the roof, Christ did not say, 
“Haul him right back up again; he 
doesn’t have an appointment.” Nor 
did He drive away the multitudes who 
gathered on the lake shore simply be- 
‘ause they were depriving Him of a 
much-needed and anticipated rest. 

If there is a chapel and a confessional 
in the school, that is where students 
expect to find the chaplain during his 
periods out of the classroom (presum- 
ing, of course, that he does some teach- 
ing). Or if there is a room assigned 
for guidance, he must be there when 
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students come looking for him. But 
if they come at any other time, un- 
reasonable as it may seem, the chaplain 
must still be “available.” Those whom 
he serves must feel that they may come 
to him at any hour of the day or night 
and still be received kindly. He must 
make them feel that his one interest 
at the moment is the problem they are 
bringing him. 

Once, while I was teaching English 
grammar, a boy came to the class-room 
and asked if he might go to confession. 
Obviously it seemed to be an unrea- 
sonable request, but I supposed that if 
it were not urgent for the boy he would 
not have made it. Perhaps if I asked 
him to wait, he might never have come 
back. And so we slipped into an ad- 
joining room and I ministered unto 
him. 

On another occasion a boy came to 
me in the morning and asked if I would 
be available after school. I waited in 
the appointed place until all the stu- 
dents were gone, but the penitent never 
made an appearance. That night, 
about eleven o’clock, he came to the 
faculty house. ‘Father,” he said, “All 
day I’ve been wanting to go to con- 
fession, but I just couldn’t. I hope you 
won't mind my coming at this hour.” 
The priest who “minds” the hour at 
which God’s grace strikes had better 
review once more his reasons for being 
in the priesthood. 


—AND APPROACHABLE! 


Availability, of course, is not enough 
to make a priest a good spiritual di- 
rector. I know a priest who devotes 
many hours a day to sitting in his con- 
fessional, but his business is rather 
slack. For he is of such a bad temper, 
he is so personally offended by the sins 
of those who unwittingly stumble into 
his box, that a penitent rarely makes 
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the mistake of meeting him twice. This 
particular priest leads a manifestly 
holy life—except where the Sacrament 
of Penance is concerned. On more than 
one occasion I have heard him shout so 
loud that the whole church knew just 
what the poor penitent had done. I 
am perfectly sure that this priest would 
be horrified at the thought of breaking 
the sacramental seal. 

It is difficult to distinguish gentleness, 
kindness, and understanding. They are 
virtues with shades of differences, but 
they work as one virtue in the director 
of souls. They are the virtues which 
make the “available” director “ap- 
proachable.” Even when he repri- 
mands, he must be guided by these 
virtues. How often we hear people say, 
“Father was so kind to me that I felt 
ashamed.” It’s the old story of the 
relative merits of the spoonful of honey 
and the barrel of vinegar. Thank God, 
the old-time stormy confessors are be- 
coming more and more scarce, though 
there are still a few members of the 
“old school.” But what “old school”? 
Certainly not the school of Christ. 

Harshness where young people are 
concerned spells disaster in the spiritual 
life. It is difficult enough for a boy to 
bare his soul without being scolded for 
doing so. If he has a habit of sin, he 
knows how despicable it is. He has 
berated himself before coming into the 
confessional, and now he wants and 
sympathy and _ understanding. 
As he kneels there cracking his 
knuckles, or struggling to catch his 
breath—in many cases on the verge of 
nervous tears—what devil possesses the 
priest to “give him the business”? A 
little gentleness on the part of the 
priest can put the penitent at ease in 
a short time; but to ask gruffly, ‘““What’s 
the matter with you? What are you 
nervous about?” To command, “Speak 
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up, boy, speak up!” only makes matters 
worse. Impatience, harshness, lack of 
understanding, the  personal-affront 
reaction to serious sins is a sure way 
of encouraging bad confessions. The 
“hard” boy meeting this reaction will 
simply stop going to confession; but 
the timid soul will continue to come, 
piling bad confession upon bad con- 
fession. 


CHRIST OR SIMON 
THE PHARISEE? 


The priest must ever remember that 
even the habitual sinner is a potential 
saint and he must treat him with kind- 
ness from the first meeting. Christ 
didn’t “throw the book” at Mary 
Magdalen when she presented herself 
for forgiveness. It was Simon the 
Pharisee who condemned her as a sin- 
ner. The priest in the confessional 
plays the role of Christ, not of Simon. 

Kindness can often convert the occa- 
sional penitent into a regular penitent. 
It will play a large part, too, in the 
conquest of a habit of sin. The priest 
must not allow himself doubts about 
the sincerity of the boy who comes 
time after time with the same sins. He 
must be convinced that the boy is us- 
ing confession to get back in the state 
of grace, not to make sinning easier. 
There should be no question, then, of 
refusing absolution. I recall the state- 
ment of a wise priest who, after almost 
forty years of hearing confessions, said 
that he had refused absolution only 
once in all that time—and still regretted 
that one time. Patience with the 
habitual sinner will most often be re- 
warded. The practice of frequent and 
even daily confession in extreme cases 
is of the utmost importance. The daily 
confession is sometimes the only thing 
that will keep a boy out of sin. In 
many cases a boy falls into serious sin 


only on those days on which he has had 
no opportunity for confession. Thus a 
boy will come on Monday and confess 
a sin committed several times; on Tues- 
day, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday 
he will return to confess some sin of his 
past life. Then comes the week-end 
and sin. Patience, kindness, and under- 
standing will help him eventually to get 
over the week-end hurdle without fall- 
ing. As spiritual director to such a 
youngster, the priest encourages the 
practice of daily Communion. He 
makes a strong plea for week-end Com- 
munions also; and after the penitent 
has developed the habit of frequent 
Communion, his week-end lapses will 
become more rare and perhaps cease 
altogether. It is both encouraging and 
consoling for the high-school spiritual 
director to watch the progress of a boy 
as he shakes off the shackles of habitual 
sin to begin living a permanent life of 
grace. Such a boy finds his old life 
distasteful. He wants to continue in 
this new state of grace and he depends 
upon the spiritual director to help him. 


“GO UP HIGHER!” 


That is why it is important that in- 
terest in a penitent, once his habit of sin 
has been conquered should not cease. 
To the boy living continually in the 
state of grace the spiritual director 
must gradually introduce the practices 
of the spiritual life, though rarely will 
such a boy be more than a beginner; 
but without the beginning there can be 
no progress. 

Thus the priest encourages a soul by 
keeping him aware of th. beauty of his 
state and urging him to the practice of 
devotion. Under the confessor’s guid- 
ance a boy will frequent the sacra- 
ments, recite the daily rosary, make 
spiritual reading and daily mental 
prayer—in short, he will lay the founda- 
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tions for his spiritual life for the day 
when he leaves the high school and 
makes that transition from boy to man. 

To his availability and approach- 
ability the high-school director must 
add knowledge—knowledge particu- 
larly of adolescent boys and the psy- 
chology of dealing with them. Much 
of what has already been said applies 
here. But the priest must be aware of 
two characteristics of the adolescent if 
he is to deal with him successfully—his 
fundamental selfishness (despite much 
writing and talk to the contrary) and 
his readiness to be inspired to an ideal. 
The youth lives in an egocentric world; 
the things that interest him are the 
things that benefit him, the things that 
recognize his importance. It is to this 
selfishness that we may trace youth’s 
rebellion against ‘authority. During 
adolescence youth questions everybody 
and everything that would seem to cur- 
tail his liberty. Parents don’t under- 
stand them; teachers are old cranks; 
the civil law is a burden. Even the 
Church stirs up resentment with its 
rules and regulations. Bearing this 
attitude in mind, then, the spiritual 
director will never command. To order 
that a thing be done or not done will 
be to destroy the confidence of the 
youth in the director. He will see the 
director as a threat to his personal 
liberty; he will cease altogether to seek 
his counsel; he will go off on his own and 
perhaps bring his progress in the spir- 
itual life to an abrupt end. 


BOUNDS OF RELATIONSHIP 
WITH PENITENT 


The wise director will, then, seek 
rather to inspire the youth to action, 
remembering that youth is looking for 
ideals and will respond readily to an 
ideal noble enough to inspire effort. 
The priest cannot order the boy to go 
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to Holy Communion on Saturday; but 
he can stir up in him such an interest 
in Mary’s work in the world, her pleas 
at Fatima, and the idea of reparation, 
that the boy will readily make the 
sacrifice of an early rising on Saturday. 

But the priest with all these qualities 
ean still spoil his work by a too easy 
familiarity with his penitents. A boy 
likes to know his spiritual director as a 
spiritual director; he senses that the 
relationship must stop there if it is to 
be beneficial. He is aware of the old 
axiom that familiarity breeds con- 
tempt and has perhaps experienced it 
in his own life. It is for this reason 
that many chaplains refuse to take a 
home-room in the school. They feel 
that by getting to know a certain group 
of boys so intimately, they are limiting 
their effectiveness as spiritual guides. 
Whatever the classes he teaches, it is 
necessary for the chaplain to practice 
a very prudent reserve, both in and out 
of the classroom. The boy is looking 
for spiritual leadership, and his ideals 
can be destroyed by seeing the too hu- 
man side of his spiritual director which 
invariably betrays itself when the 
barriers of reserve are let down. 

These are the qualities, then, funda- 
mental to effective spiritual direction 
in the high school: an availability that 
knows no limits of time, place, or per- 
sons; an approachability characterized 
by gentleness, kindness, and under- 
standing; and a reserve that inspires 
confidence. But these qualities will 
probably not be found in the director 
who does not possess holiness of life. 
The spiritual director must be the 
reservoir; he must give of his abun- 
dance; he cannot inspire to a holiness 
greater than he himself possesses. Sanc- 
tity in the spiritual director is funda- 
mental—even where high-school boys 
are concerned. 





The Psalms at Vespers 


Il. By VERY REV. MSGR. JOHN J. HENEGHAN, S.T.D., J.C.D. 


Pre I of this two-part series pre- 
sented an analysis of the arrangement 
of the psalms used on the following oc- 
easions: A) Sunday and Ferial Ves- 
pers; B) First Vespers in Festive Of- 


which consists of nine series, 
Part II will follow the same procedure 
with regard to the twelve series of 
psalms used at Second Vespers in Fes- 
tive Offices. 


fices, 


SYNOPSIS 


©. Second Vespers in Festive Offices 


I. Series: 


Psalms 109-110-111-112-113: 


(The same psalms at Sunday's Vespers) 


1) The Epiphany (January 6) 
2) Kaster—No I Vespers 


II. Series: 


3) Trinity 
4) Pentecost 


Psalms 109-110-111-112-116: 


(The same psalins at I Vespers—Series I) 


1) Common of A Confessor Not 


A Pontiff 
2) Common of Abbots 
3) The Finding of the 
Cross (May 3) 


True 


4) The Ascension 

5) The Nativity of St. John the 
Baptist (June 24) 

6) The Transfiguration 
(August. 6) 


7) Christ the King 


III. Series: 
1) Common of 
Pontiff 


Psalms 109-110-111-112-131: 
A Confessor 


2) The Chair of St. Peter at Rome 
(January 18) 


3) The Chair of St. Peter at Antioch (February 22) 


IV. Series: 
1) Common of One Martyr 
2) Common of Many Martyrs 


Psalms 109-110-111-112-115: 


3) The Holy Name of Jesus (The 
same psalms at I Vespers— 
Series IV) 


4) All Saints (November 1) 


V. Series: 
1) The 
Michael the 

(May 8) 
2) The 
Michael the 
(September 29) 


VI. Series: 


1) Common of the Dedication 
of a Chureh (The same 
Vespers— 


psalms at I 
ITT) 


Dedication of St. 
Archangel 


Psalms 109-110-111-112-137: 
Apparition of St. 
Archangel 


3) The Guardian Angels 
(October 2) 

4) St. Raphael the Archangel 
(October 24) 


Psalms 109-110-111-112-147: 


2) St. Agnes (January 21 and 28) 
3) St. Agatha (February 5) 
4) The Precious Blood (July 1) 
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2) The Sacred Heart 


VII. Series: Psalms 109-110-111-129-131: 

Christmas (December 25) 

VIII. Series: Psalms 109-110-115-127-147: 
1) Corpus Christi (The same 
psalms at I Vespers— 


Series VI) 

IX. Series: 
1) Common of Apostles 

X. Series: 


Psalms 109-112-115-125-138: 


2) Common of Evangelists 


Psalms 109-112-121-126-147: 


(The same psalms at I Vespers—Series VII) 


1) Common of the Blessed Vir- 
gin Mary 

2) Common of Virgins 

3) Common of Holy Women 

4) The Immaculate Conception 
(December 8) 

XI. Series: 

1) The Seven Sorrows of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary— 
Friday after Passion Sun- 
day (The same psalms at I 
Vespers—Series VIII) 


XII. Series: 


FESTIVE SECOND VESPERS 

A study of the composition of the 
Second Vespers in the Festive Offices 
reveals a similar variety of distribution 
of the psalms. There are twelve differ- 
ent arrangements. These will be con- 
sidered in the same order as was used 
in connection with First Vespers and 
the various substitutions of one or more 
psalms in the sequence of the psalms 
of Sunday’s Vespers. 

The twenty-four groups of Feasts in 
the First Series of Festive First Vespers 
are distributed throughout the follow- 
ing seven series of arrangements of 
psalms, which include twenty-seven 
groups of Second Vespers. 


SERIES I 

The five psalms of Sunday Vespers— 
Psalms 109, 110, 111, 112, and 113— 
are used in the Office of the four Feasts 
of: 


1) The Epiphany (January 6) 
2) Easter 
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5) St. Lucy (December 13) 

6) The Circumcision (January 1) 

7) The Holy Family 

8) The Seven Sorrows of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary (September 15) 

9) St. Cecilia (November 22) 


Psalms 115-119-139-140-141: 


2) Holy Thursday—No I Vespers 


Psalm 116: Holy Saturday—No I Vespers. 


3) The Most Holy Trinity 
4) Pentecost 


Of this group, Easter has no proper 
First Vespers, because of Holy Satur- 
day’s Office. For the sake of abbrevi- 
ating the Office of these days, the fifth 
psalm of the other three Feasts is 
Psalm 113 (“In exitu Israel de Ae- 
gypto”—or—“Cum exiret Israel’’), as a 
substitution for the longer Psalm 116 
(“Laudate Dominum”) used at their 
First Vespers (Series I). 

A second reason for the recitation of 
Psalm 113 on the Feast of the Epiphany 
(the anniversary of the revelation of 
the Infant God to the gentiles through 
the Magi) is the reference to the God 
of Israel and to the false gods and 
idols of the gentiles (verse xi ff.). 

The Second Vespers of these Offices, 
therefore, in being the same as Vespers 
of Sunday, differs from their own First 
Vespers (Series I) as regards the fifth 
psalm. i 
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SERIES Il 


The second group of seven Offices re- 
tains the psalms used at their First 
Vespers—Psalms 109, 110, 111, 112 and 
116. In this group are: 


1) Common of A Confessor Not A 
Pontiff 

2) Common of Abbots 

3) The Finding of the True Cross 
(May 3) 

4) The Ascension 

5) The Nativity of St. John the Bap- 
tist (June 24) 

6) The Transfiguration (August 6) 

7) Christ the King 

All these use the psalms of Sunday, 

changing only the fifth psalm from 

Psalm 113 to Psalm 116, as in the First 

Series of Festive First Vespers above, 

for brevity and for the note of praise 

contained in the psalm (“proper’” to 

Lauds). 


SERIES III 


A new substitution takes place at 
Second Vespers of the following three 
Offices: 


1) Common of A Confessor Pontiff 

2) The Chair of St. Peter at Rome 
(January 18) 

3) The Chair of St. Peter at Antioch 
(February 22) 

They retain the first four psalms of 
Sunday’s and their own First Vespers 
(Series 1)—Psalms 109, 110, 111 and 
112. But Psalm 131 is introduced as 
the fifth psalm. This is due to the ref- 
erence to God’s choice and protection of 
the rulers of His Holy City, Sion, trans- 
ferred to His Chureh and its rulers— 
the Popes and Bishops (“Juravit Do- 
minus David veritatem, et non frus- 
de fructu ventris tui 
.. Et filii 
eorum saeculum, sedebunt 
super sedem tuam”). The new Psalter 
reads: “Juravit Dominus David pro- 
missum firmum a quo non recedet: 


trabitur eam: 
ponam super sedem tuam . 
usque in 


‘subolem generis tui ponam super solium 
tuum. . . Etiam filii eorum in sempi- 
ternum sedebunt super solium tuum.’” 


SERIES IV 


A similar arrangement occurs for an- 
other group of four Offices: 


1) Common of One Martyr 
2) Common of Many Martyrs 
3) The Holy Name of Jesus 
4) All Saints (November 1) 


These Offices retain from the Vespers 
of Sunday Psalms 109, 110, 111 and 
112. Psalm 115 (“Credidv’’—or— 
“Confisus sum”) is recited in the fifth 
place. 

Psalm 115 is an appropriate choice 
inasmuch as the psalm speaks of God’s 
concern over the slaying and death of 
His Saints (‘“Pretiosa in conspectu Do- 
mini mors sanctorum ejus: . . .”—or— 
“Pretiosa est in oculis Domini mors 
sanctorum ejus ...’). The Feast of 
the Holy Name of Jesus is celebrated 
with this psalm (thus remaining the 
same as First Vespers—Series IV) due 
to the mention of the Lord’s Name 
(“et nomen Domini invocabo’’). 

These Offices and First Vespers of 
the latter Feast are the only examples 
of this use of Psalm 115 as the fifth 
psalm. 





SERIES V 


As was seen above (First Vespers— 
Series II), whenever the Second Ves- 
pers of the Feasts of the Apparition 
(May 8), and of the Dedication (Sep- 
tember 29), of St. Michael, the Guard- 
ian Angels (October 2), and St. Raphael 
(October 24), is celebrated, the first 
four psalms are taken from Sunday, 
and the fifth is Psalm 137 (“Con- 
fitebor tibi, Domine,”—or—‘“Celebrabo 
te, Domine, ...in conspectu Angelorum 
psallam tibv’). 
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SERIES VI 


The Office of the Dedication of a 
Church also takes its first four psalms 
from Sunday and Psalm 147 from Lauds 
as its fifth psalm. These are also used 
at First Vespers of this Office (Series 
III). 

This combination also occurs at Sec- 
ond Vespers of the Feasts of St. Agnes 
(January 21 and 28), St. Agatha 
(February 5), and the Precious Blood 
(July 1)—which thus differs from their 
First Vespers (Series I). 

At Second Vespers of the Feast of 
the Precious Blood, Psalm 147 is in- 
cluded as a hymn of praise and thanks- 
giving but also in honor of the next 
day’s Feast, the Visitation of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary—Psalm 147 be- 
ing “proper” to the Office of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. This psalm is assigned 
also to the Feasts of St. Agnes and St. 
Agatha as a hymn of thanksgiving for 
their great fortitude and constancy in 
preserving their virginity, even at the 
cost of a most cruel death. The assign- 
ment is quite justified for in this psalm 
there is recited the strength and forti- 
tude given by God to Sion—transferred 
to His Spouse, Mary, and consequently 
to all Virgins. 


SERIES VII 


The Feast of Christmas has two 
“proper” psalms—Psalms 129 and 131 
—added to the first three psalms— 
Psalms 110, 111 and 112—taken from 
Sunday’s Vespers. Psalm 129 com- 
memorates Divine mercy and plenteous 
redemption, which Christ brought into 
the world (“Quia apud’’—or—“penes”’ 





—‘Dominum misericordia et copiosa 
apud”—or—“penes”—“eum redemp- 
tio”). 


In Psalm 131 there is found by ap- 
plication or accommodation a reference 
to the lack of a suitable place for the 
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Savior on His entrance into the world 
(“for there was no room in the 
inn”) and to His choice of Jerusalem 
as His birthplace and dwelling (“ 

donec inveniam locum Domino, taber- 
naculum Deo Jacob ... Quoniam elegit 
Dominus Sion: elegit eam in habita- 
tionem sibv’).* The new Psalter reads: 
“Donec invenero locum Domino, habi- 
tationem Potenti Jacob...‘Nam Do- 
minus elegit Sion, eam optavit sedem 


, 99 


sibi: 
SERIES VIII 
The First 

Feast of Corpus Christi (Series VI) are 

Vespers—the 


Vespers Psalms of tlie 


repeated at its Second 
first two from Sunday—Psalms 109 and 
110—and the three “proper” to. thie 
Feast, Psalms 115, 127 and 147. 

At Second Vespers of the Feast of 
the Sacred Heart these same psalms are 
used. Psalms 109, 110 and 115 are 
retained from its First Vespers (with 
Psalm 115 transposed from the fourth 
place to the third place). Psalms 127 
and 147 are added in acknowledgment 
of, and thanksgiving for, God’s gift 
to us—through the love that the Sacred 
Heart has for us. Thus it differs from 
its First Vespers (Series V). 


SERIES IX 


The Common of the Apostles and 
Kvangelists retains only Psalms 109 
and 112 from its own, and Sunday’s, 
First Vespers (Series I). Psalm 112, 
here in the second place, is applied to 
the exaltation of the Apostles from 
their lowly origin (“Ut collocet eum 

. cum principibus populi suv”). The 
remaining psalms are Psalms 115, 125 
and 138. 

The gratitude of the Apostles for 
such a favor is seen in their preaching 
of the Gospel to all nations (“Vota mea 


*Cf. Boylan, op. cit., II, pp. 320-325. 
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Domino reddam coram omni populo 
ejus’—Psalm 115). Their preaching 
was accompanied by the tears and sor- 
row of suffering and persecution, but 
they reaped a joyous reward (“Qui 
seminant in lacrimis, in exsultatione 
metent”—- Psalm 125). 

In the fifth place, Psalm 138, a new 
substitution, is a meditation on the 
omniscience, omnipresence and omnipo- 
tence of God. The Psalmist’s vivid 
description of the universal presence 
of the all-powerful God might be com- 
pared to the portrayal of God’s relent- 
less, though loving, pursuit of the sin- 
ner in Francis Thompson’s poem, The 
Hound of Heaven. 

In the Breviary in which the old 
Psalter is used, the antiphon for this 
psalm (outside the Paschal season) 
was based on verse 17 (“Confortatus 
est princtpatus eorum et honorati sunt 
amici tui, Deus”). This seemed to be 
an application to the pre-eminence of 
the Apostles as special friends of God. 
In the Breviary in which the new 
Psalter is used, the same antiphon is 
retained even though there are no such 
expressions in verse 17, which now 
reads: “Mihi autem quam ardua sunt 
consilia tua, Deus, quam ingens summa 
eorum!” 

However, the psalm may still be ap- 
plied very appropriately and in a spe- 
cial way to the Apostles, who received 
from the omnipotent Son of God the 
commission to teach all nations all 
things that were revealed by Him, 
with the assurance of His presence and 
guidance until the end of time. 


SERIES X 


The Office of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, and the other Feasts listed with 
it at First Vespers above (Series VII), 
retain the same psalms at Second 
Vespers. 


SERIES XI 


Likewise, the Feast of the Seven 
Sorrows of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
(Friday after Passion Sunday) is 
celebrated with its First Vespers psalms 
(Series VIII). The same psalms are 
used at Second Vespers on Holy Thurs- 
day (which has no First Vespers)— 
befitting the Divine Tragedy of Good 
Friday. These have been commented 
on above. 


SERIES XII 


The joy of Holy Saturday is appro- 
priately represented in its one psalm at 
Vespers—Psalm 116 (“Laudate Do- 
minum”), 


SUMMARY 


A brief recapitulation shows the 
foundation of the psalms used at Ves- 
pers to be the group in the Psalter 
from Psalm 109 to Psalm 144. Psalms 
116, 145 (Office of the Dead-sixth 
psalm), and 147 are taken from Lauds 
on a few occasions. 

The principle used at Sunday and 
Ferial Vespers is numerical succession 
of Psalms 109-144, interrupted a few 
times by the assignment of some of 
these psalms to other Hours. 


The psalms for most Festive Ves- 
pers are taken at least partially from 
the Sunday group. At First Vespers 
there are nine different combinations. 
At Second Vespers there are twelve 
different constructions. The changes 
and substitutions of other psalms pro- 
ceed from motives of brevity and adap- 
tation or accommodation to the theme 
of the particular Feast. 

The same psalms are recited at both 
First and Second Vespers for twenty 
Common and Festive Offices, as indi- 
cated above in each Synopsis. 
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By VERY REY. AIDAN M. CARR, O.F.M.Conv., S.T.M., J.C.D., LL.B. 





Nature: The Mirror of God 


Speaking in French to the members 
of the Pontifical Academy of Sciences, 
Pope Pius XII has sagely developed 
the outlines of that frame of reference 
within which modern science ought to 
operate. 

As up to the minute as this morning's 
paper, and showing a detailed and 
wide-ranging grasp of the data of pure 
science as well as of technology, the 
allocution reminded the scholars (and 
indirectly all mankind) that the aim of 
scientific endeavor must be the perfec- 
tion of the human person. The address 
is of genuine importance precisely be- 
-ause it is timely, sensible and rich 
with the Pope’s rare wisdom. 

It offers valuable pointers for all 
priests who carry on a ministry in the 
fiercely _scientifice-minded mid-20th 
Century. One need not be a teacher 
of chemistry or physies or the like to 
profit by what the Pontiff said. It is 
fine material for discussion groups and 
could be worked neatly into a sermon. 


Man Looks at Science 


Pius XII began by observing that 
the created world is a manifestation of 
the wisdom and of the goodness of God, 
because all things have received from 
Him their existence and reflect His 
grandeur. Each created thing carries 
the mark of what can be called a 
“fundamental alphabet”—the natural 


‘Acta Apostolicae Sedis, XXXXVII. pp. 


394-401. 
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and universal laws derived from laws 
and harmonies still higher, stamped 
with the quality of absolute truth. 

It is the mission of science to explore, 
in a dedicated and truth-seeking spirit, 
into the amplitude and the application 
of these mysterious laws written by the 
Creator into His creation. Face-to-face 
with scientific problems and discoveries, 
men generally adopt one of three 
possible attitudes. Most men are con- 
tent to admire the amazing results ob- 
tained in the technical domain and be- 
lieve that these results constitute the 
exclusive goal, or at least the principal 
goal, of sciences. Others, more ad- 
vanced in understanding, are capable of 
appreciating the method and_ the 
struggles of scientific research. 

A smaller number of men concern 
themselves with the truly essential 
problems of scientific knowledge in their 
widest scope, and these men are able to 
take an elevated and complete view. 
These exceptional minds, being capable 
of penetrating into the profoundest 
realities of nature, should develop a 
broad interpretation of the meaning of 
the whole of science. This total view 
alone can construct a needed harmony 
among the various disciplines of sci- 
ence. 

It is the special task of these few to 
make use of the light of philosophy 
which transcends in its range the limits 
of empirical science, governed as it is 
by sensible phenomena. Philosophy is 
the science of general laws, the Pope 
declared. and is valid for the interpreta- 
tion of the meaning of all being. 


wT  —— - 
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Our Minds Seek Unity 


The human spirit itself longs to have 
a coherent and unified view of truth: 
an intelligible mosaic resulting from 
combining the multiple elements re- 
vealed by science. Man requires that 
his knowledge be endued with “a 
breath of living unity,’ and only 
through some principle of unification 
‘an science be truly fecund for man- 
kind’s welfare. Only a sane philosophy 
ean offer this force of unification, be- 
sause philosophy alone (not the in- 
dividual empirical sciences) has the 
universality, depth and absolute char- 
acter needed to bring about a synthesis. 
Scientific knowledge must be organized. 

It is a matter of profound regret, the 
Pontiff asserted, that there is still a di- 
vorce between science and philosophy. 
While it is difficult to discover whence 
this separation sprang, yet it is certain 
that the divorce is not from these two 
routes to truth. It stems rather from 
historical circumstance and from the 
ill will (and incompetence) of men. 

Scientists felt that natural philosophy 
was a useless weight and so refused to 
be oriented by it. On the other hand, 
philosophers themselves did not keep 
pace with the progress of science; they 
held fast to certain formal positions 
which ought to have been abandoned. 
There is now an ineluctable need, the 
Holy Father insisted, for a serious at- 
tempt at a rapprochement between sci- 
ence and philosophy. | 

The facts of atomic power demand a 
philosophical approach because of their 
incredible possibilities for good or evil. 
But it should be understood that while 
science has the duty of seeking its uni- 
fication through a rational philosophy, 
similarly philosophy has no right to 
determine truths which can be verified 
uniquely by scientific experiment and 
the scientific method. Only such ex- 


periments (taken in their largest sense) 
can demonstrate what are, among the 
infinite varieties of possible truths, the 
ones which the Creator has actually 
willed to realize. 

The ultimate end of created nature is 
the glory of God, and men of science, 
as authorized interpreters of nature, are 
exhorted by Pius XII to acquaint their 
fellowmen with the marvels abounding 
in the universe. Since the majority of 
men are limited to gaining a superficial 
impression of the world about them, it 
becomes the office and the dignity of 
scientists to make known to others the 
beauty, the perfection and the power 
of creation. In this way men may be 
brought to admire the sublime splendors 
of this world and thus to adore their 
Creator, to praise Him and to thank 
Him. 


RELEVANCE 


The Pope, in effect, has pleaded with 
the contemporary scientific spirit to be 
quicker to exclaim “Look what God put 
into the atom!” rather than “Look 
what I found in the atom.” The 
former sentiment is one of sanity, order 
and truth. The latter sentiment 
proudly exalts man, splits God from His 
creation, and paves the way to World 
War IV (to be fought with stones). 

Einstein, whose pronunciamentos in 
other realms were often open to ques- 
tion, was eminently qualified to move 
freely and authoritatively in the rare- 
fied areas of theoretical and applied 
physics. He was convinced that the 
cosmos is an orderly unity. “I cannot 
believe,” he once asserted, “that God 
plays dice with the cosmos.” 

Many modern scientists, on the con- 
trary, do believe that the physical uni- 
verse is made up of small particles 
(quanta) not governed by _ orderly 
causality but rather by mere chance. 
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Planck’s widely accepted (Quantum 
Theory does suggest, we are reliably 
informed, that a divine game of dice is 
behind it all—f divinity has anything 
to say about creation anyhow. Ein- 
stein searched for a synthesis of the 
vast powers operative in the universe, 
called his effort to formulate a set of 
interrelated laws the “Unified Field 
Theory.” By it he hoped to resolve 
every cosmic motion into a single set 
of laws, and on several occasions Was 
convinced that he was on the verge of 
hitting upon this “final truth.” But 
experimental evidence was lacking to 
test his theory. 

Not by any stretch of the imagina- 
tion a special pleader for religion, this 
incontrovertibly great genius neverthe- 
less affirmed his belief in the meaning 
and design of the universe. He said 
that it made him feel close to God. 
“My religion,” he once declared, “con- 
sists of a humble admiration for the 
illimitable superior spirit who reveals 
Himself in the slight details we are able 
to perceive with our frail and feeble 
minds.” 

Einstein strived to establish the unity 
of scientific truth and to derive a har- 
monious synthesis of natural law. This, 
together with a readiness to see the 
sublime grandeur of the hand of God 
in creation, goes a long way to qualify 
Einstein as a real scientist in the terms 
of Pope Pius XII in this memorable 
allocution. Contemporary science, the 
Supreme Pontiff explained, must be 
God-centered if it is to be at the service 
of mankind. 


Peron and His Henchmen 
The latest Acta to reach this country 
carried the decree of excommunication 
leveled against the architects of chaos 
currently running unhappy Argentina.? 
* [bid., p. 412. 
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The decree is from the Sacred Con- 
sistorial Congregation and it refers to 
the invasion of ecclesiastical rights in 
the Republic of Argentina, including 
especially the unlawful ouster of Bishop 
Manuel Tato. No individuals are men- 
tioned nominatim as falling under the 
effects of the excommunication, but it 
reaches all who co-operated in the de- 
licts. Actually, this decree is a declara- 
tory sentence based on the usual penal 
canons governing such offenses. The 
reservation is special way to the Holy 
See. 


Bless the Sea 


The formula for a new blessing has 
been added to the Rituale Romanum 
by a decree of the Sacred Congregation 
of Rites.* Psalm 28, prefaced by the 
antiphon Vor Domini super aquas and 
followed by expressive versicles and 
responses and a long oration, invokes 
God’s benediction on the waters of the 
sea and on all who travel upon it or 
earn their livelihood from it. It is a 
beautiful and well adapted blessing and 
should prove useful in many localities 
of the world. 


Some Doubts Resolved 


Certain dubia have been submitted 
to the Sacred Congregation of Rites 
with regard to the recent Decretum 
Generale, and the Congregation has 
supplied the following interpretations.4 

1. Whether on days from January 2 
to 5, and from January 7 to 12, a Missa 
defunctorum can be celebrated in choir? 
Negative. 

2. Whether on days of the suppressed 
octave of Epiphany, in the ferial office, 
the antiphons for the Benedictus and 
the Wagnificat are to be said which are 


* Ibid., pp. 414-415. 
*Tbid., pp. 418-419. 
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noted on the individual days within the 
octave? Affirmative. 

3. On Sundays formerly within the 
octaves of the Ascension, Corpus 
Christi and the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
according to Title II, 19 (of the Decre- 
tum Generale) the office is said prouti 
nunc. It is asked: a) what is the color 
of the vestments? b) what preface is 
said? The reply is: On Sunday within 
the suppressed octave of the Ascension 
the color will be white and the preface 
that of the Ascension. On Sundays 
within the suppressed octaves of Corpus 
Christi and the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
the color will be green and the preface 
that of Trinity. 

4. Whether the number of commem- 
orations, as set forth in Title III, 4, 
a, b, ce (of the Decretum Generale) 
must be so understood that the com- 
inemorations allowed will always be 
praeter et post the commemorations 
which are never to be omitted? Nega- 
tive, according to Title III, 3 (of the 
Decretum Generale): “Other com- 
memorations which may occur are al- 
lowed in such a way that orations may 
never exceed three in number.” 

5. Whether a commemorated feast, 
according to Title III, 5 (of the Decre- 
tum Generale) still enjoys in the office 
a ninth historical or Evangelical les- 
son? Negative. 

6. Whether a feast of any title or 
mystery of our Lord, occurring on Sun- 
day, acquires first Vespers? Affirma- 
tive because it holds the place of 
Sunday. 


7. Insofar as the office of S. Maria in 
Sabbato is concerned, it is asked 
whether it is reduced to a commemora- 
tion? Negative. 

8. What antiphon is to be said at 
Vespers of Friday during Paschaltide, 
when on the following day there is had 
S. Maria in Sabbato or some feast which 
lacks first Vespers? The reply is: the 
antiphon to be said is that of Second 
Vespers of the preceding Sunday. 

9. Insofar as solemn votive Masses 
are concerned, it is asked whether there 
remain in force the rubries prescribing 
a commemoration of them to be made 
under one conclusion with the oration 
of the day, when they are impeded from 
being celebrated? The reply is: Affirm- 
ative, if the oration is prescribed sub 
praecepto; Negative, if the oration is 
permitted to be said ad libitum. Dur- 
ing Forty Hours, or on the occasion of 
{xposition which perchance may occur 
during the year, the oration of the 
Blessed Sacrament must always be said 
in all Masses which are celebrated on 
the altar of Exposition only. 

10. Whether, according to Title V, 4 
(of the Decretum Generale) the collects 
required to be said by the Ordinary 
under the note simpliciter are to be 
omitted when the orations to be said 
are already three in number? The re- 
ply is: Collects required to be said by 
the Ordinary simpliciter are to be 
omitted when the orations, together 
with the collects, are already three in 
number. 








Homies FOR THE Monru 


Homilies on the Liturgy of the Sundays and Feasts 


By the VERY REV. FRANCIS J. CONNELL, C.SS.R. 





Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 


The Mercy of Christ 


OUTLINE: 

(1) Christ as Man is the Supreme Model 
of Christians. 

(2) The Gospel of this Sunday illustrates 
Christ’s mercy. 

(3) Conclusion: Institutional care of the 
sick and needy is quite extensive. 
Lacking sympathy and pity too often, 
they are not examples of Christian 
mercy. There is great need for this 
mercy, and Christ has shown us how. 


We should ever be mindful that Jesus 
Christ, although He is a divine Person, 
possessing the divine nature in com- 
mon with Father and the Holy Spirit, 
is also true Man. He possesses a per- 
fect human nature, made up of body 
and soul, like our own. As we learn 
from the Gospel, He experienced the 
normal human emotions of love, sad- 
ness, fear and anger. However, His 
emotions were always subject to His 
reason, and He was incapable of sin. 

One of the reasons for the Incarnation 
was to provide men with a _ perfect 
human model, a man whom they could 
regard as the supreme exemplar of their 
conduct. This model has been given 
us in the Word Incarnate, the Son of 
God, who has lived among us as Man, 
and exemplified for us the virtues which 
we should practice. 

On the Sundays of this month we 
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shall study the human virtues and traits 
of Jesus Christ, as we know them from 
His conduct and from His teachings. 
We can be sure that any virtue which 
Our Lord practiced He wished us also 
to practice, and any virtue He proposed 
in His teachings He willed to be a norm 
for the conduct of His followers. We 
shall apply the lessons He teaches us 
to the situations that confront us in 
modern life. Thus we shall grow more 
like to Him, as befits those who rejoice 
in the fact that Jesus Christ is their 
Leader and the Head of the Mystical 
Body of which they are members, the 
Holy Catholic Church. 


THE GOSPEL STORY 


The Gospel for the eighteenth Sunday 
after Pentecost narrates a most touch- 
ing incident. A man who was suffering 
from palsy and in consequence was a 
hopeless cripple was carried by his 
friends to Our Blessed Lord, and be- 
came the object of His tender mercy. 
St. Mark narrates a circumstance of 
this event which clearly illustrates the 
faith of these good people in the power 
of Christ. Our Lord was then teaching 
in a house, and this group could not 
enter because of the crowd. Accord- 
ingly, they carried the sick man up to 
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the roof, made an opening and lowered 
him in his bed into the presence of 
Christ (Mark ii: 4). 

This example of faith and confidence 
deeply touched our Blessed Saviour, and 
moved Him to an act of extraordinary 
mercy. His first response was the as- 
surance: “Take courage, son; thy sins 
are forgiven thee.’’ Both the paralytic 
and his friends must have been sur- 
prised at these words, for they had not 
asked for this spiritual favor. However, 
we can be sure that the sufferer was 
truly sorry for his sins, because God 
imparts forgiveness only to those who 
repent of their transgressions. 

Some of the enemies of Christ seized 
on this incident to judge Him unjustly. 
They said within their hearts: “This 
man is blaspheming, for only God can 
forgive sins.” Our Lord read their 
thoughts, and then to prove that He 
had the power to forgive sins, He cured 
the paralytic, and bade him take up 
his bed and return to his house. The 
fortunate man joyfully obeyed, and de- 
parted, glorifying God. 


MERCY MANIFESTED BY CHRIST 


This incident is one of the many in- 
stances recorded in the Gospel of the 
mercy of Jesus Christ. By mercy we 
mean that virtue whereby a person feels 
sorrow for the misfortunes of others. 
That was undoubtedly the attitude of 
Our Blessed Lord toward those who 
came to Him in suffering and sadness. 
St. John relates that He even wept with 
compassion when He saw Martha and 
Mary grieving over the death of their 
brother, Lazarus (John xi: 35). 

True mercy does not limit itself to a 
feeling of sympathy with the sorrowing. 
[t is a practical virtue, which inclines 
one to relieve their suffering. So, in 
the case of the paralytic, the mercy of 
Christ showed itself in a double cure, 


spiritual and physical. The Gospel is 
filled with examples of this practical 
mercy manifested by the Son of God 
toward the afflicted who sought His aid. 

True mercy will give help even to 
those who do not ask it. The paralytic 
did not request Our Lord to forgive 
his sins, but Christ realized that the 
sick man stood in need of this favor— 
doubtless more than he needed a bodily 
cure—and graciously imparted the 
pardon of his sins. 


WE MUST PRACTICE MERCY 


If we truly accept Jesus Christ as 
our Leader, we shall imitate His prac- 
tice of mercy. He emphasized our 
obligation to be merciful, for He said: 
“Be merciful, therefore, even as your 
Father is merciful” (Luke vi: 36), and 
“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall 
obtain mercy” (Matthew v: 7). Cer- 
tainly, no one can call himself a Chris- 
tian in the true sense of the term if he 
does not manifest in words and conduct 
the virtue of mercy. 

Our obligation to show mercy to those 
in suffering and affliction is emphasized 
by the fact of the common origin of all 
mankind. Since we are all descended 
from the same parents, we all belong to 
the same family. An even more effica- 
cious motive for showing mercy to all 
is the sublime truth of Christian revela- 
tion that all human beings are actually 
or potentially members of the Mystical 
Body of Christ, and hence are united by 
supernatural bonds. 

There is great need of mercy in the 
world at the present time, because in 
the measure in which men have turned 
away from Christ and His teachings, 
they have abandoned the practice of 
merey. There has been an alarming 
growth of selfishness, hardness of heart, 
and indifference to the needs of others 
in recent years. It is true, the institu- 
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tional care of the sick and the needy is 
quite extensively provided in our land; 
but often this includes merely material 
assistance without any sympathy or 
pity—and that is not Christian mercy. 





WAYS OF PRACTICING MERCY 


There are many ways in which we 
can practice mercy in imitation of 
Jesus Christ. Our catechism enumer- 
ates fourteen types of works of merey— 
seven spiritual and seven corporal. We 
‘an all find abundant opportunities of 
doing deeds of mercy, in whatever 
sphere of life we may be situated. Even 
those who are unable to give money or 
material goods to the poor can practice 


the spiritual works of mercy. 

One very meritorious work of mercy 
is to visit the sick, especially those who 
are advanced in years or chronic in- 
ralids, and to help and cheer them in 
their affliction. Such persons are often 
greatly consoled if a friend converses 
with them or reads to them for a half- 
hour. 

Above all, we must remember that 
the mercy expected of Christians is not 
merely human sympathy. We should 
see in those who are in suffering and in 
need the image of Christ Himself, and 
remember that whatever deeds of merey 
we perform for the least of His brethren 
we are actually doing for Him. 


Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
The Love of Christ 


OUTLINE: 

(1) Both as God and as Man, Christ loved 
all men. 

(2) Our Lord showed His love especially in 
the Passion and in the Holy Eucha- 
rist. 

(3) The Holy Eucharist is the Sacrament 
of fraternal love. 

(4) We should practice fraternal love, par- 
ticularly toward persons of different 


races and to the members of our 


families. 
(5) Conclusion: Fraternal love is a_ sign 
that one ts Christ’s disciple. 


The love of God for His human crea- 
tures is eternal. However far back our 
imagination portrays our heavenly 
Father in His existence that had no 
beginning, there was never a moment 
in which He did not love with infinite 
affection each of the souls He was to 
create in the centuries to come. This 
love included the purpose of elevating 
human beings to the supernatural order, 
ordaining them to share in the happiness 
and glory of His own life through the 
direct vision of His divine nature. 
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In common with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, Jesus Christ, as God, ex- 
ercised this divine love for mankind. 
However, in His human nature also He 
loved all human beings. From the first 
moment of His created existence in the 
chaste womb of Mary, His Sacred Heart 
was inflamed with love for all His 
fellow men. This love was elicited by 
a Divine Person, yet it proceeded from 
His human will. It is this human love 
of the Son of God Incarnate that we 
are considering today, for we should 
strive to imitate Him in loving our 
fellow men. 


CHRIST MANIFESTED HIS LOVE 
FOR ALL MEN 


The outstanding proof of the love of 
Jesus Christ for all mankind was His 
voluntary acceptance of the death of 
the cross in atonement for the sins of 
the world. He Himself laid down the 
principle: “Greater love than this no 
one has, that one lay down his life for 
his friends” (John xv: 13); and He 
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Himself fulfilled this condition perfectly 
on Calvary. 

Another sublime proof of the love of 
Jesus Christ for all men was the institu- 
tion of the Holy Eucharist. Through 
this marvelous Sacrament He willed to. 
come into intimate union with all the 
members of the human race; for it is a 
characteristic feature of love to desire 
to be in the company of the loved ones. 
In today’s Gospel we hear Our Lord 
narrating a parable which reminds us 
The king 
who prepared a great banquet to which 
he invited many guests is a type of 


of the Blessed Sacrament. 


Our Blessed Savior who has prepared 
2 banquet of His own body and blood 
in which He wishes all men to partici- 
pate. The sad feature of this parable 
is the fact that many of those who 
were invited rejected the invitation and 
even killed the messengers whom the 
king sent to invite them. So it is to- 
day, Lord, through His 
bishops and priests, invites all men to 
enter His Chureh and to partake of 
His divine banquet. Many refuse this 
invitation; some even persecute and 
kill Christ’s representatives. 


when Our 


THE HOLY EUCHARIST, 
SOURCE OF FRATERNAL LOVE 


The Holy Eucharist is called the 
Sacrament of divine love, because its 
first effect in the soul is to arouse acts 
of love for God. But this Sacrament is 
also intended to stimulate the love of 
the members of the Church for one 
another, and to unite them intimately 
into one great family. St. Paul tells 
us: “We, though many, are one body, 
all of us who partake of the one bread”’ 
(I Cor. x: 17). When Catholies of dif- 
ferent races, nationalities and_ social 
ranks come together to the banquet of 
the Holy Eucharist, they are drawn to 
one another by the ties of supernatural 


unity and love. For this reason, in the 
early Church the Blessed Sacrament 
was often called agape, which means a 
feast of love. 

Today there is a deplorable lack of 
fraternal love and unity throughout the 
Individuals and nations 
are divided from one another by suspi- 
cion and hatred. The chief reason is 
that the teachings of Jesus Christ, espe- 
cially His command, “Love one another 
as I have loved you,” are being forgotten 
and rejected. All the merely human 
attempts to lessen the tension and to 
bring about world peace and harmony 
are proving unsuccessful. It is sad that 
so many do not realize that only the 
supernatural love that was preached 
and practiced by Jesus Christ can unite 


entire world. 


men with their fellow men and nations 
with one another. 


OUR PRACTICE OF FRATERNAL LOVE 


Catholies, who have received from 
(;od the wondrous privilege of the one 
true Faith and the right to receive Our 
Lord’s body and blood in Holy Com- 
munion should strive most earnestly to 
promote fraternal love and to lead man- 
kind in the way of peace, unity and 
progress. There are many ways in 
which fraternal love can be practiced 
in imitation of Jesus Christ. In our 
own land one of the most necessary 
forms of brotherly love today is that 
which should exist between citizens of 
different races. There is a strong spirit 
of friction and antagonism between 
those of different racial origin, which is 
certainly inconsistent with our boast 
of American democracy, as well as 
directly opposed to the precept of 
Christian charity. It would be well 
for all who feel any antipathy toward 
those who differ from themselves in 
race or color to reeall the basie Chris- 
tian truth that Jesus Christ loved all 
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human beings without exception and 
shed His blood for all. 

It is useful, also, to bear in mind the 
old adage that charity begins at home. 
The spirit of love that should unite the 
members of the family is sadly lacking 
in many American homes. Often the 
so-called home in our land is nothing 
but a boarding-house in which the 
parents and children have little more 
affection for one another than if they 
were strangers. Each member of the 
family has his or her personal interests 
outside the home; the traditional 
custom of spending leisure hours to- 
gether in the domestic circle is becom- 
ing outmoded. Catholics should try 
to revive the true spirit of domestic 
life, based on a deep love uniting all 
the members into a loyal and affec- 
tionate family. According to Catholic 
theology, a person’s first love is to be 


directed toward his family cirele. 
SIGN OF DISCIPLESHIP 


On the night before His death Our 
Blessed Savior proposed fraternal love 
as the mark of His true disciples, say- 
‘ng: “By this will all men know that 
you are my disciples, if you have love 
for one another” (John xiii: 35). This 
criterion still remains as the sign of 
Christ’s true followers. Unfortunately, 
in the modern world there are many 
who call themselves Christians, and yet 
do not meet this condition. All Catho- 
lies should take to heart Our Lord’s 
summons to the practice of charity, so 
that it will be evident to all that they 
are His genuine disciples. To practice 
fraternal charity in the way He desires, 
we can obtain the necessary super- 
natural grace by the frequent reception 
of the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist. 


Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 


The Honesty of Christ 


OUTLINE: 
(1) Christ manifested perfect honesty in 
speech, as in the Gospel of today. 
(2) Honesty is needed in all spheres of life 
at the present day. 
(3) Catholics should be most honest in ex- 
plaining to non-Catholics the doctrine 


of the necessity of the Catholic 
Church. 

1) Honesty is also greatly needed in social 
cwcles. 


5) Conclusion: Charity and truthfulness 
go hand in hand with the faithful 
follower of Christ. 


The Gospel for this Sunday relates 
the miraculous cure of a boy, the son 
of a civil official, through the power and 
goodness of Our Divine Savior. One 
unusual feature is that Christ effected 
this cure from a distance. Another 
circumstance worthy of note is the 
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statement that our Lord made to the 
ruler when he besought Him to come 
down to Capharnaum to heal his son: 
“Unless you see signs and wonders, you 
do not believe.”” These words, con- 
taining a rebuke to a prominent and 
powerful individual, are an example of 
the honesty which characterized Jesus 
Christ in His speech and conduct. When 
a rebuke was called for, He did not 
hesitate to give it, however prominent 
the person might be that deserved it. 
This same attitude of perfect honesty 
was manifested by Christ on many other 
occasions. He never aimed at con- 
cealing the truth or using phrases that 
would give people an incorrect idea of 
This was es- 
Thev 


His judgment of them. 
pecially true of the Pharisees. 
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were the most influencial and most re- 
spected class among the Jewish people. 
Humanly speaking, Our Lord would 
have succeeded much better in His 
mission if He had won their esteem by 
some words of flattery, or at least 
avoided giving them offence. But 
Christ knew that many of these men 
were base hypocrites, that they were 
guilty of detestable sins of injustice 
and cruelty, despite their pretence to be 
most observant of the law of God. And 
so He did not hesitate to denounce the 
Pharisees as hypocrites, as blind guides, 
as whited sepulchres. In consequence 
He incurred their wrath and hatred, and 
they conspired to bring Him to the 
death of the cross. 

Our Lord’s honesty was exemplified 
also on the occasion when He announced 
that He intended to give His body and 
blood to be the spiritual food and drink 
of His followers. Some of His hearers 
showed resentment at this idea, and it 
was evident that they were preparing 
to leave Him. If He had used some 
language that would have satis- 
fied them for the time being, He might 
have retained them. But, on the con- 
trary, He repeated His remarkable 
promise to give His living flesh and 
blood for the spiritual life of the world. 
The consequence was that some who 
had been His disciples “turned back 
and no longer went about with Him” 
(John vi: 67). But He endured this 
humiliation and rebuff rather than make 
any compromise of His doctrine. 


vag 


NEED OF HONESTY TODAY 


There is much need of honesty in the 
modern world, because deception and 
double-dealing have become a _ recog- 
nized feature of present-day life. We 
find this exemplified in the meetings of 
statesmen from different nations, whose 
discussions on international problems 


are replete with deceit and ambiguity. 
We find it in the political life of our 
own nation, which today is dominated 
by men whose word cannot be trusted. 
We find it in society, where a smile of 
friendship or a kind and courteous 
greeting often conceals disdain and 
hatred. We find it, sad to say, even in 
the domestic circle, where so frequently 
children deceive their parents as to 
their conduct and associations out- 
side the home, and parents sometimes 
attempt to deceive their children by 
pretending to practice virtues which 
actually they are not attempting to 
practice. Thus, parents sometimes try 
to give their children the impression 
that they are perfectly faithful to each 
other, while actually they are both un- 
faithful to the promises they made on 
the day of their marriage. 

This is not the way in which Jesus 
Christ would have His followers act. 
With Him the first rule was to speak 
and to act truthfully and candidly. 
Those who use deception and false- 
hood to attain their selfish ends cannot 
regard themselves as loval followers 
of Jesus Christ. 


CATHOLICS AND NON-CATHOLICS 


One of the ways in which Catholics 
must be most honest concerns their 
dealings with persons who are not mem- 
bers of the Catholic Church. There is 
a tendency nowadays to give these non- 
Catholics the impression that it does 
not make a great difference that they 
are not actual members of the Catholic 
Church. This is not the true Catholic 
attitude, and in honesty we cannot 
foster this notion. When we are called 
on to state the position of the Catholic 
Church in this matter, we must openly 
profess our belief that there is only one 
true Church and one true religion. 

By the will of God the Catholic 
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Chureh is a necessary means of salva- 
tion for all mankind; hence, all human 
beings are bound to be members of the 
Catholic Church. However, through 
the goodness of God those who are not 
actual members of the Church through 
no fault of their own may be saved by 
the desire of membership contained in 
their will to do all that God requires 
for their salvation. Nevertheless, even 
these good persons are deprived of 
many spiritual helps and benefits avail- 
able to the members of the true Church; 
hence, Catholics are eager to see as 
many as possible of our non-Catholic 
friends enter the Catholie Church. 

If we imitate the honesty of Christ, 
we shall not hesitate to proclaim this 
doctrine of the necessity of the Church. 
Even though some may be offended at 
what they regard as the bigotry and 
narrow-mindedness of Catholics, we 
should not compromise or mitigate this 
fundamental tenet of our faith. 


characterize the 
sphere of social life. In other words, 
people should not deceive their friends 
and acquaintances concerning their 
opinion of them. But how frequently 
does the very opposite take place! Men 


Honesty should 


and women will meet at social gather- 
ings, act most courteously and kindly 
toward one another, exchange words of 
praise and commendation—and then, 
when they are in other circles will say 
most uncharitable and unjust things 
about one another. Surely, this is 
utterly opposed to the prescription and 
practice of our Divine Model. 

To be perfectly honest to all does not 
mean that we should be cruel or un- 
kind to them. 
others, we can and should be charitable 
to them, after the example of Our Lord, 
who healed the ruler’s son even after 
He had blamed the father for his lack 
of faith. Charity and truthfulness go 
hand in hand. 





Even when we reprove 


Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost 


The Justice of Christ 


OUTLINE: 

(1) Christ was pe rfectly just, both as God 
and as Man. 

(?) Our Lord's justice will be manifested 
especially in the last judgment, par- 
ticularly in the sentence of condem- 
nation. 

(3) The practice of justice is greatly needed 
today. 

(4) As loyal citizens, we should practice 
legal justice. 

(5) Conclusion: The of Christ 


should inspire us to avoid sin. 


justice 


Justice is one of the attributes most 
frequently ascribed to God, both in the 
Old and in the New Testament. In 
His divine nature, Jesus Christ pos- 
sesses this eternal and infinite justice 
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in common with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit. But as Man also, Our 
Lord is supremely just. Today’s Gos- 
pel illustrates His esteem for this vir- 
tue and His desire that all His followers 
practice justice. The Gospel relates 
the parable of the servant who had been 
forgiven a great debt by his master, 
but was then guilty of the most appall- 
ing ingratitude and cruelty when he re- 
fused to condone a slight debt to a 
fellow servant. When the master heard 
of this unkind deed he manifested his 
justice by inflicting stern punishment 
on the unmerciful servant. Our Lord 
proposes the conduct of the master as 
commendable, and tells us that His 
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heavenly Father will inflict a similar 
just punishment on those who are harsh 
and unforgiving to their fellow men. 
This Gospel reminds us that, al- 
though Jesus Christ was kind and merci- 
ful, He also proclaimed and practiced 
the virtue of justice. Some of His 
pronouncements are strict and severe. 
For example, He denounced the cities 
of Corozain and Bethsaida for not re- 
ceiving His doctrine, and declared that 
on the day of judgment it will be more 
tolerable for Tyre and Sidon than for 
these cities (Matthew xi: 22). And we 
should recall His terrifying denurfeia- 
tion of the disciple who betrayed Him: 
“It were better for that man if he had 
not been born” (Matthew, xxvi: 24). 


THE JUSTICE OF OUR LORD 
IN THE FINAL JUDGMENT 


From the explicit teaching of Our 
Lord it is evident that at the end of 
the world He will return to earth to 
pass judgment on all men. And He 
tells us that while He will invite the 
just to eternal happiness, He will im- 
pose on the wicked the sentence of 
eternal condemnation. No statement 
of our Divine Savior is more definite 
than the words He declares He will 
speak to those who have died in sin: 
‘Depart from me, accursed ones, into 
the everlasting fire which was prepared 
for the devil and his angels” (Mat- 
thew xxv: 41). 

It is necessary for us to reflect deeply 
on this truth nowadays, because there 
are sO many persons who scoff at the 
idea of eternal punishment. Despite 
the definite assertion of Jesus Christ, 
they try to argue from the merey and 
goodness of God that He would never 
inflict eternal punishment even on the 
most wicked sinner. In other words, 
they match their weak human judgment 
against the clear statement of Divine 


Wisdom. On the contrary, the Catho- 
lie Church has always upheld the doc- 
trine of eternal punishment and will 
tolerate no modification of this divinely 
revealed truth. 


NEED OF JUSTICE TODAY 


According to Catholic theology, jus- 
tice is that virtue which induces one to 
give to others what is due to them. 
There are three types of justice—legal, 
distributive and commutative. Legal 
justice is that which inelines an indi- 
vidual to give to society its rights. 
Distributive justice is that which re- 
sides in persons possessing authority, 
and it helps them to be fair in dis- 
tributing to their subjects their proper 
share of the common goods and burdens. 
Communtative justice is that which ex- 
ists between distinct individuals as 
It is the type that regulates such 
transactions as buying and _ selling, 
wages, etc. 

There is much injustice in the world 
today. Even among some Catholics 
there is lamentable carelessness in the 
practice of the virtue of justice. Thus, 
there are Catholics in public office who 
are unfair in making appointments to 
subordinate posts, choosing their 
friends in preference to those who are 
more worthy. Such officials are failing 
distributive justice. Again, 
there is much injustice in the spheres 
of business and industry. Many of 
those who are engaged in manufac- 
turing or buying and selling are guilty 
of most appalling acts of dishonesty, 
often to the extent of very large sums 
of money. Yet, such persons are in- 
clined to defend their conduct with the 
argument that “Everyone is doing it,” 
or “No one can succeed in business to- 
day if he is perfectly honest.” Of 
course, these arguments offer no excuse 
for injustice and they are entirely un- 


such. 


against 
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worthy of those who claim to accept 
Jesus Christ as their Leader. 


LEGAL JUSTICE 


It is well for us to reflect particularly 
on the obligation of practicing legal 
justice, because there is much indiffer- 
ence to this virtue at the present day. 
According to Catholic principles, the 
members of a society have an obliga- 
tion to promote the welfare of the so- 
ciety. In respect to organized civil 
society, this means that citizens have 
an obligation to obey the laws of state 
and country. The reason is that those 
who hold offices of authority in state or 
nation derive their power from God. In 
the words of St. Paul: “Let everyone be 
subject to the higher authorities, for 
there exists no authority except from 
God, and those who exist have been 
appointed by God” (Romans xiii: 1). 

This means that civil laws bind in 
conscience, unless it is evident that the 
legislators intend them merely as penal 
regulations. Good citizens, imbued 
with Christian principles, will be deeply 
impressed with this truth and realize 
that in obeying the laws of the state 
they are really obeying God Himself, 
since the law makers derive their au- 
thority from Him. Thus, it is an obli- 
gation of legal justice to pay taxes and 


to serve in the armed forces when one 
is commanded (unless one is certain 
that the government is waging an un- 
just war). A good citizen also obeys 
the traffic regulations, especially when 
they are such as protect the safety of 
drivers and pedestrians. 

It stands to reason that disloyalty to 
our country is a heinous violation of 
legal justice. There are startling in- 
stances of treason in our land today, 
which indicate how far people will go 
in crime when they reject the Christian 
principle of the obligation of civil 
loyality. According to Catholic theo- 
logical teaching, treason is one of the 
most serious sins a person could commit. 


OUR ATTITUDE TOWARD 
CHRIST’S JUSTICE 


The thought of the justice of Christ, 
and especially of the stern way in which 
it will be exercised at the last judgment 
should inspire us with a salutary fear 
of mortal sin and a firm intention to re- 
tain the state of grace in our souls at 
all cost. Even one mortal sin is suffi- 
cient to render us worthy of eternal 
damnation. Consequently, we should 
often think of the solemn words of Our 
Divine Redeemer: ‘What does it profit 
a man if he gain the whole world, but 
suffer the loss of his own soul?” (Mat- 
thew xvi: 26). 


Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost 


Feast of Christ the King 


OUTLINE: 

(1) Jesus Christ is a King, both as God and 
as Man. 

(2?) Christ exercised His kingly authority 
definitely, but with meekness and 
humility. 

(3) Christ ts the Model of all who possess 
authority, such as civil rulers and 
parents. 
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(4) Conclusion: The world stands in great 
need of Christ the King. 


Today, the last Sunday of October. 
is observed throughout the Catholic 
Church as the Feast of Christ the King. 
The title of King was always accorded 
to Our Lord in the Church, since He is 
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called a King in the inspired writings. 
However, it was only in 1925 that Pope 
Pius XI established a special feast to 
our Divine Saviour under this title, 
and assigned to it the Sunday before the 
Feast of All Saints. 

In His divine nature Jesus Christ 
possesses kingly dignity and authority, 
in common with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit. To God in His divine na- 
ture are applicable such passages in 
the Sacred Scripture as “Who is this 
King of glory? The Lord of hosts, He 
is the King of glory” (Psalm xxiii: 10). 
But as Man, too, Christ is truly a King, 
and the feast of today is intended pri- 
marily to honor Our Lord’s kingship in 
His human nature. It was of Christ’s 
kingly dignity in His human nature 
that the Angel Gabriel announced to 
Mary: “The Lord God will give Him 
the throne of David, His father, and He 
shall be king over the house of Jacob 
forever; and of His kingdom there 
shall be no end” (Luke i: 32). 

When he established this feast, Pope 
Pius XI explained why Christ as Man 
merits the title of King. In the first 
place, even in His human nature Our 
Lord is a divine Person, because of the 
hypostatie union; and hence is infinitely 
superior in dignity and majesty to all 
other men. Secondly through His pas- 
sion and death whereby He redeemed 
the human race, Our Divine Saviour 
won the title of King by a kind of 
conquest. 

Our Lord’s royal authority is chiefly 
exercised in spiritual matters. Thus, 
because of His supremacy over all man- 
kind He established the Church and 
commanded that all men should enter 
it, and laid down laws concerning the 
reception of the sacraments, ete. But 
Christ also possesses authority over 
temporal matters and kingdoms. In 
the words of St. John, He is “King of 


kings and Lord of lords” (Apoc. xix: 
16). This means that all civil rulers 
are subject to His authority, not only 
as private individuals but also in their 
official capacity. As a result of this 
obligation, all the rulers of nations are 
bound to acknowledge the authority of 
Christ and to recognize His Church as 
the one true Church. Of course, in 
practice, this obligation is sometimes 
modified by other considerations, as in 
our own land, where circumstances 
make it most feasible for the govern- 
ment to grant equal rights to all reli- 
vious groups. 


CHRIST’S EXERCISE OF AUTHORITY 


During His mortal life Jesus Christ 
manifested none of the external marks 
of power that we generally regard as 
proper to a royal personage. He lived 
and died as a poor man; He was sub- 
ject to the civil rulers of His own coun- 
try. Yet, when the occasion demanded 
it, He did not hesitate to manifest His 
authority. Thus, He established a 
Church which was to function inde- 
pendently of all civil governments and 
gave the apostles and their successors 
certain rights superior to all human 
jurisdiction. When He was asked by 
Pontius Pilate if He was truly a King, 
He answered: “Thou sayest it. I am 
a King” (John xviii: 37). When He 
was about to leave the world, He said 
to the apostles: “All power in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me” 
(Matthew xxviii: 18). 

At the same time, He was meek and 
humble in the exercise of His authority. 
He never used His kingly dignity to 
glorify Himself. All who wished to 
come to Him to seek relief in their 
sufferings could approach Him without 
hesitation. Indeed, He was so desirous 
to help those in need that He issued the 
loving invitation: “Come to me, all 
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you who labor and are burdened, and 
I will give you rest” (Matthew xi: 28). 


CHRIST THE MODEL OF 
THOSE IN AUTHORITY 


Those who occupy any post of au- 
thority should seek to govern in the 
manner in which Our Lord exercised 
His kingly authority. This applies 
especially to those who possess au- 
thority in the sphere of civil govern- 
ment, for the welfare of their state or 
nation depends in great measure on the 
way in wh.ch they employ their right 
to rule their fellow men. 

In a more limited sphere parents 
possess authority over their children; 
and they too should model their manner 
of ruling the home according to the 
example given by Our Lord. They 
should be gentle and loving in exercis- 
ing their authority; yet at the same 
time, they should realize that their 
commands should be obeyed. Much of 
the domestic trouble in our land at the 
present day arises from the fact that 
parents do not use their governing 
power over their sons and daughters 
They should follow a just 
excessive 


properly. 
middle course, 
severity and immoderate leniency. 


between 


THE WORLD NEEDS 

CHRIST THE KING 

The world of today is in great need 
of assistance which will not be forth- 
coming until men acknowledge Jesus 
Christ as their King. The injustice and 
cruelty being exercised by many in high 
public office, the unrest and dissension 
that prevail between nations, the dis- 
loyalty toward their country that is 
found in many citizens—these condi- 
tions are due mainly to the fact that so 
many have rejected Jesus Christ and 
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His law, so that there remains no ade- 
quate standard to regulate the duties 
of those who rule and of those who are 
ruled. If all mankind accepted the 
principles of government taught by 
Our Lord and propounded by His 
Church, there would be peace in the 
world and harmonious 
tween the different governments. Un- 
fortunately, at present there seems to 
be very little prospect of such a pos- 
sibility in the near future. 

At any rate, Catholics should seek 
guidance from Christ the King. Those 
who hold posts of civil authority should 
ever bear in mind that they are the 
representatives of Our Lord and _ re- 
ceive from Him the right to rule their 
fellow men. They should employ their 
governing power according to Christian 


relations be- 


principles, and endeavor to imitate the 
humility and kindness of Christ in 
their relations with their fellow citizens. 
They should not forget that they should 
be coneerned with the spiritual and 
eternal destiny of those whom they rule, 
not merely with their material and tem- 
poral happiness. Those who form the 
rank and file of the citizens should be 
mindful of their duty to respect and to 
obey their lawful rulers, as the earthly 
representatives of Christ the King. 

We should not become disheartened 
at beholding the sad condition of affairs 
new existing in the world. God has 
permitted this situation to arise in 
order that men may see how far astray 
they will go when they reject Jesus 
Christ and His teachings. Let us pray 
that eventually all men, both those who 
rule and those who are ruled, will recog- 
nize Jesus Christ as their Sovereign 
King and submit with love and rever- 
ence to His authority. 














General Administrative 
Regulations in the School 


By the RIGHT REV. MSGR. PAUL E. CAMPBELL, A.M., Litt.D., LL.D. 


Tx general administrative regu- 
lations contained in the Pittsburgh 
Handbook of School Policies and Prac- 
tices! will be of interest to those who 
have the responsibility of administering 
a Catholic school or school system. A 
prefatory paragraph tells us that this 
section of the Handbook contains a 
number of regulations, policies, and 
recommendations devised by the Dioc- 
esan School Board and the Superin- 
tendent of Schools, and approved by 
His Excellency, the Most Reverend 
Bishop. They are to be observed, in 
the sense explained, in all the schools 
of the diocese. Those in charge of 
schools will receive notification of any 
approved changes. These administra- 
tive regulations with approved changes 
are obligatory in all schools of the 
diocese, elementary and _ secondary, 
parochial, diocesan, and private. 

In a previous article in this Review 
(August, 1955) we commented on regu- 
lations contained in this section under 
the head of directives on discipline. We 
shall now endeavor to give a picture of 
the remaining general administrative 
regulations. The first of these regula- 
tions deals with building standards. 
An annual inspection of all school build- 
ings is made by the Diocesan Insurance 
Commission. A report of their findings 
is sent to the School Office and to the 

1 Handbook of School Policies and Practices 
(Diocese of Pittsburgh, 1954). By Thomas J. 
Quigley, Ph.D., and John B. McDowell, Ph.D., 


The School Office, 125 N. Craig St., Pittsburgh, 
Pa. 


pastors, and the observance of the 
recommendations is mandatory. The 
norms observed in this inspection fol- 
low the highest standards and have 
particular regard for the safety and 
the health of all pupils. 


TOWARD PROFESSIONAL 
GROWTH OF FACULTY 


Teachers’ meetings are the topic 
taken up in the next regulation. The 
purpose of all teachers’ meetings is to 
stimulate the professional growth of 
teachers and to promote development 
of the educational program in the dio- 
cese. Most of these meetings are sched- 
uled on a yearly calendar published by 
the Superintendent. When curriculum 
directors and supervisors plan to hold 
meetings in addition to those regularly 
scheduled, they must obtain permission 
and clearance of time and date from 
the Superintendent’s Office. Specific di- 
rections are given that no guest speaker 
at teachers’ meetings may be engaged 
without permission and approval of 
the Superintendent. At times it be- 
comes necessary to dismiss school that 
teachers may attend their meetings, but 
the schools are recorded as “in session.”’ 
At the head of the list of regularly 
scheduled meetings are the four annual 
meetings of the Diocesan School Board. 
Supervisors meet regularly on the after- 
noon of the first Friday of every school 
month. Notification of additional 
meetings or of any change in scheduled 
ones is given through the School Office. 
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Curriculum committees plan their meet- 
ings in accord with their needs, and the 
call is given by mail or telephone from 
the respective directors. All eligible to 
attend are required to attend. 

The teachers’ institute is a mecha- 
nism of great value in assuring corpo- 
rate action by any body of teachers. 
Teachers from distant parts of the 
diocese in particular are given the feel- 
ing of belonging to a system when they 
are called upon to attend a teachers’ 
institute. When the Pittsburgh School 
Office organizes a teachers’ institute, as 
it does from time to time, all teachers 
are expected to attend those sessions 
which deal with their special field. 
School is dismissed for the day or days, 
if this is necessary to give the teachers 
an opportunity to attend. These dis- 
missed days are recorded “in session,” 
and are not listed as free days. 

The School Office will instruct all 
schools regarding the various approved 
educational associations, and encour- 
ages schools to become members of 
these associations. Such associations 
have a distinct value in stimulating 
professional growth and they do much 
to support the cause of Catholic educa- 
tion. This is particularly true of the 
National Catholic Educational Asso- 
ciation and the Catholic Educational 
Association of Pennsylvania. The Su- 
perintendent’s Office will explain, by 
letter or in the regular School Bulletin, 
the procedures for gaining membership 
in all approved associations. 


ADMINISTRATIVE CHECKS AND 
DOUBLE CHECKS 


It is realized that the desk work of 
a school principal has become quite 
complex in this day of tense organiza- 
tion. The principal carries a personal 
responsibility for all correspondence 
bearing on school matters, and is re- 
quired to sign all communications from 
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the school. Specific directions are 
given in the Handbook that all ap- 
proaches to parents, the pastor or his 
priest representative, or to public of- 
ficials, either in writing or by telephone, 
about school matters must be made by 
the principal and not by teachers, re- 
ligious or lay. 

All matters out of the ordinary rou- 
tine referring to the Department of 
Public Instruction in Harrisburg, or to 
any public agency, federal, state, or 
local, shall be handled through the 
School Office. Other directives touching 
on the topie of correspondence are 
these: 


High schools seeking accreditation 
from the State or from voluntary ac- 
crediting associations must first con- 
sult with the Superintendent and the 
application must be made through his 

ffice. 

Lists of students’ or parents’ names 
or addresses should not be issued 
except with the permission of the 
Pastor or of the Superintendent. 

Information concerning students, 
unless unusual circumstances exist, 
should be given in writing and never 
by telephone. 


The principal of a school needs con- 
stantly to guard his school from or- 
ganizations and individuals who would 
use it as an agency for the accomplish- 
ment of selfish purposes. The world 
has discovered that the school is an 
excellent medium of propaganda, and 
there are those who will not hesitate to 
use it as such a medium when it serves 
their interest to do so. It is likely for 
this reason that the Handbook rules 
that great prudence should be exercised 
in the selection of speakers for student 
programs. “When principals invite 
speakers to address the student body,” 
write Quigley and McDowell, “they 
should first obtain the approval of the 
pastor. When speakers request permis- 
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Boys and girls not attending parochial schools 
are entitled to adequate religious instruction, 
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sion to address the student body, the 
approval of the Superintendent is also 
required unless this has already been 
given in the Bulletin. Priests or re- 
ligious requesting permission to speak 
on Vocations to the students, must ob- 
tain permission from the Diocesan Vo- 
cation Director.” 

The reason for this final restriction 
is to be found in the utter confusion 
created in the minds of upper grade 
students when bombarded with voca- 
tion talks in the final semester of the 
school year. Our personal experience 
saw one group of forty-six eighth-grade 
boys vote unanimously on a Tuesday 
to become missionary priests, and just 
as unanimously on Friday in the same 
week to become teaching brothers. 
The cause was found in pep talks, first 
from a missionary priest on Tuesday 
and second from a teaching brother on 
Friday. We can believe that adolescent 
girls would become just as confused if 
submitted to successive addresses on 
the vocation of a nursing sister and the 
vocation of a teaching sister. With 
great prudence the Diocesan Vocation 
Director will assign selected speakers. 


THE PRINCIPAL’S ROLE IN 
PUBLIC RELATIONS 


Today no school can ignore its public 
relations. The superintendent in a dio- 
cesan school system is responsible for 
the maintenance of good public rela- 
tions on the part of his school system. 
Just as truly the principal of every 
school bears a large share of respon- 
sibility for the public relations of his 
school with the community which it 
serves. The principal is the responsible 
leader of educational opinion in the 
school community. He is responsible 
for creating a favorable attitude ‘to- 
ward the school and its aims and for 
exercising educational leadership. He 
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is fortunate indeed when he is recog- 
nized by parents as a capable aggres- 
sive leader in the field of education, as 
a leader who will not yield his place to 
imcompetent officious persons who at- 
tempt to mislead the thinking of people 
in this important field. It is the under- 
lying purpose of all his contacts with 
the community to interpret the work 
of his school and teachers to the com- 
munity, and to aid in acquainting the 
community with the broader aims of 
the school system. 


He must seek the coordination of 
the educational activities of the schoo! 
and the homes. This is done with a 
view to making the out-of-school as 
well as the in-school environment of 
the child truly educative. When the 
homes and the school work at cross 
purposes in the education of the pupils, 
the school carries a heavy handicap. 
Homes frequently stand in need of di- 
rection and control in the positive edu- 
cation of their children. At the same 
time it is correct to concede that the 
principal should be the educational 
leader of his school community and 
nothing more. ‘this means however 
that he must take part in the solution 
of social problems that affect the health, 
the comfort, and even the financial sup- 
port of certain pupils of the school; in 
the solution of civic problems that per- 
tain to physical and sanitary condi- 
tions; in the solution of problems that 
are essentially educational, though they 
may be listed as either civic or social, 
as for instance those having to do with 
recreation, the worthy use of leisure 
time, and the moral welfare of the 
pupil. 

Every principal must work with 
might and main to prevent any person 
or institution in the community from 
endangering the moral and _ spiritual 
well-being of any pupil. His persistent 
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championing of the interests of his pu- 
pils will eventually establish the best 
type of public relations with the parents 
of the children and with the community 
at large. If the principal makes the 
school a vital factor in the life of the 
pupils they will reflect its influences in 
the home, and the loyalty of the child 
to the school will be caught by the 
parents. There is no better medium of 
good publie relations for the school. 
The Handbook summarizes what we 
have just said in this manner: “Every 
school has public relations because it 
is an agency in the community that 
deals with the home, other educational 
agencies, and civic institutions.” 


P.T.A.; HANDLING COMPLAINTS; 
FLAG REGULATIONS 


Reavis? tells us that if a parent- 
teacher association has been formed, 
the principal must participate in its 
meetings or forfeit his leadership to 
someone else. “Unless he affiliates with 
the association as a member, he loses 
an opportunity to cultivate the ac- 
quaintance of the parents, to develop 
publie opinion concerning school affairs 
among them, and to win support for his 
school policies throughout the commu- 
nity. The losses will affect the prin- 
cipal as well as the community. If the 
principal remains aloof from the parent- 
teacher association, it may carry on in 
opposition to his policies, thereby cre- 
ating dissension and strife . between 
principal and parents.” 

The Pittsburgh diocesan school sys- 
tem urges the establishing of a Parent- 
Teacher Guild in every school and rec- 
ommends the affiliation of these Guilds 
as units with the Catholic Laymen’s 
Educational Association, an organiza- 
tion sponsored by the School Office with 
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the approval of the Bishop. “The main 
purpose of the Parent-Teacher Guild is 
to help parents fulfill their obligation of 
giving their children a Catholic educa- 
tion. Likewise, the Guild endeavors to 
establish closer relations between the 
home and the school, and to give par- 
ents the opportunity to discuss problems 
with the teachers and the principal.” 
Quigley and McDowell speak of the 
responsibility of principals to interpret 
the Catholic School Educational Pro- 
gram in their Community; this is best 
done by co-operating with the civic and 
educational agencies in their locale 
through programs sponsored by them 
and approved by the School Office. It 
strengthens the confidence of Catholic 
parents in their schools when they re- 
ceive and accept an occasional invita- 
tion to observe classes in session. Such 
an invitation is particularly appropri- 
ate during National Education Week. 
An effective mechanism for handling 
complaints, inevitable in the conduct of 
a school, conciliates the good will of 
parents and other patrons of the school. 
The principal can easily arrange inter- 
views with the pastor, parents, and 
teachers. Elsewhere in the Handbook 
specific directions are given for the 
adroit and diplomatic handling of such 
problems as suspension and expulsion. 
Even in minor matters the principal 
should have recourse to the pastor when 
necessary, and keep him informed of 
those things of which he has the right 
and obligation to know. The pastor of 
a parish has a strong relationship with 
his principal that is not matched in any 
other school system of which we know. 
The principal knows that the pastor 
has the grace of state in the spiritual 
direction of the members of his flock. 
The Handbook accepts and stresses 
the directions of the Pennsylvania 
School Laws in the matter of flag regu- 
lations. Section 771 of the State Laws 
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gives this order: “All authorities in 
control of parochial schools or other 
educational institutions, shall display 
the United States national flag, not less 
than three feet in length, within all 
school buildings under their control 
during each day such schools are in 
session.” Section 1511, as amended 
May 9, 1949, states that “it is the duty 
of every teacher to acquaint her pupils 
with the National Flag Code from time 
to time, as she may deem necessary.” 
In saluting the flag daily before class, 
says the Handbook, all pupils stand 
with the right hand over the heart and 
repeat: “I pledge allegiance to the Flag 
of the United States of America and to 
the Republic for which it stands, one 
nation under God, indivisible, with lib- 
erty and justice for all.” 


FIRE REGULATIONS; 
RETENTION DRILLS 


We believe that it is common prac- 
tice for the respective States to give 
precise directions in regard to school 
fire drills. The School Laws of Penn- 
sylvania, Section 1517, have a para- 
graph that is essentially similar to the 
legislation of other States in this mat- 
ter: “In all schools where fire escapes, 
appliances for the extinguishment of 
fires, or proper and sufficient exits in 
ease of fire or panic, either or all, are 
required by law to be maintained, fire 
drills shall be periodically conducted, 
not less than one a month, by the 
teacher or teachers in charge, under 
rules and regulations to be promulgated 
by the county or district superintendent 
under whose supervision such schools 
are. In such fire drills, the pupils and 
teachers shall be instructed in, and 
made thoroughly familiar with, the use 
of the fire escapes, appliances, and exits. 
The drill shall include the actual use 
thereof, and the complete removal of 
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the pupils and teachers, in an expedi- 
tious and orderly manner, by means of 
fire escapes and exits, from the build- 
ing to a place of safety on the ground 
outside.”’ 

Teachers everywhere are concerned 
with the punctilious fulfillment of all 
safety precautions. They need only be 
told that the three basic principles of 
fire drills, to be adhered to faithfully, 
are these: 


1. No line shall leave a building 


without a teacher at the head of the | 


line. 

2. Every building must be inspected 
to insure that all have left the build- 
ing. 

3. Teachers and pupils should be 
familiar with definite signals and a 
well-planned route. 


The fire drill is usually conducted in 
a way that teaches school children to 
an unaccustomed 
conditions calmly. The blocked exit is 
a common expedient that teaches chil- 
dren to avoid panic. When the teacher 
in a fire drill uses this expedient, she 
announces a blocked exit, “about faces” 
her charges, and marches them back to 
the next most available exit, with the 
assistance of the teacher who had re- 
mained behind to check on the rooms, 
lavatories, ete. The practicing of this 
procedure is very effective in preventing 
possible panic or stampede in case of 
actual fire. 
the principal is sufficient to indicate 
the supposed obstacle. Care must be 
taken that the obstacle is not placed at 
the same point in every repetition of 
the drill. Practice is given to able- 


meet emergency or 


bodied children in carrying crippled | 


A flag or pennant held by | 








companions to a safe place. The Hand- | 


book directs that safety doors, fire ex- 
tinguishers, and apparatus in non-fire- 
proof buildings be tested and overhauled 
at the beginning of each school year, 
and at regular periods during the year, 
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by the school custodian. “The date on 
which the monthly fire drill is con- 
ducted must be recorded on the monthly 
report sent to the Superintendent.” 

In this day when we live under con- 
stant peril of war, retention drills serve 
a good purpose. The objectives for 
retention drills are in the main the 
same as those for fire drills except that 
the children will not leave the building. 
They will be trained to go to a partic- 
ular place and to remain there in a 
quiet, orderly fashion until given fur- 
ther notice. The State Council of Civil 
Defense, Harrisburg, published (1952) 
Civil Defense and Schools, a manual 
giving directions on organizing and 
operating Retention Drills. “Several 
copies of this publication should be on 
file in each school and all members of 
the faculty should acquaint themselves 
thoroughly with its content.” 

The School Laws of Pennsylvania, 
Section 1402, require that all children 
of school age, teachers, janitors, cooks 
and other cafeteria help, and all others 
employed at schools, be given at least 
once in every two years a complete 
medical and dental examination by 
medical and dental examiners appointed 
by the Secretary of Health. Section 
1409 provides that any child of school 
age, teacher, or other employee may 
meet the requirements of this act with 
a report from a medical or dental exam- 
iner of his own choice on a form ap- 
proved by the Departments of Health 


for this purpose. For convenience of 
administration Catholic school children 
and employees wil] be included within 
the program of the public school district 
where they are located. Every school 
must have a permanent health and 
dental card for each pupil. A copy of 
this ecard is sent with the child in case 
of transfer to another school. Princi- 
pals are required to give complete co- 
operation to the school medical staff 
and to keep an up-to-date health reec- 
ord on every pupil. 

Rules and Regulations for the Con- 
trol of Communicable Diseases (De- 
cember 1952, Section X) require every 
person in charge of any school or col- 
lege to immediately exclude any child 
or other person showing an unusual 
skin eruption, swelling about the neck 
suggesting mumps, soreness of the 
throat, or having symptoms of whoop- 
ing cough or diseases of the eyes, and 
to report the fact of such exclusion and 
the reasons thereof to the health officer 
of the township, borough, or city in 
which the child is situated, together 
with the name and address of the child 
or other person excluded. The law fur- 
ther requires that any child not yet 
vaccinated shall be refused admission 
to school. A permanent record of suc- 
cessful vaccination is kept on the pu- 
pil’s health card. The vaccination cer- 
tificate may be returned to the pupil 
after proper verification. 
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Communist Propaganda in the 
Guise of Religion 


EDITOR: 


In the periodicals published in Com- 
munist countries one can hardly expect 
anything but Communist propaganda. 
Even periodicals entitled religious are 
no exception. 

The publication Rdmisch-Katho- 
lische Rundschau Aus Ungarn (The 
Roman Catholic Review from Hun- 
gary) is of similar mold. Inasmuch as 
it is prepared for the non-Communist 
world, it has several distinct charac- 
teristics that do not appear in periodi- 
cals for domestic consumption. Pub- 
lished in German, the Review is well 
edited, has attractive typography and 
an unusually good pictorial presenta- 


tion. Attacks against the West are 
earefully disguised, and Communist 
propaganda is offered in moderate 
doses. 


Rémisch-Katholische Rundschau Aus 
Ungarn attempts to show that religious 
freedom and general progress prevail 
in Communist Hungary. 

High ecclesiastical dignitaries are 
presented as the publication’s editors in 
the following order: Dr. Imre Szabo, 
Auxiliary Bishop and Vicar-General of 
Budapest; Dr. Miklés Beresztéczy, 
Protonotary Apostolic and Canon 
Capitular of Esztergom (Gran); Dr. 
Pal Brezandczy, Vicar-General of 
Eger (Erlau), and Dr. Istvan Szantay- 
Széman, Greek Catholic Vicar-General 
of Miskolez. 

In the single issue for November and 
December, 1954, there are numerous 


articles about the Marian Year cele- 
brations and about Catholic pilgrim- 
ages led by bishops and priests to tradi- 
tional Marian shrines in Hungary. 
One of the articles deals with the sepa- 
rate Marian pilgrimage of Magyar 
Greek Catholics (Uniate), led by Dr. 
Miklés Dudas, Greek Catholic Bishop 
of Hajdudorog. 

Further, there is a report about the 
girls Catholic high school (gymnasium) 
in Debreczen, with an enrollment of 
293 students in the school year 1953- 
1954. The girls are taught by the 
Sisters of Notre Dame and live in an 
adjacent boarding home administered 
by that congregation. 

There is a mention about the publi- 
cation in Hungary of the Catholic 
periodicals Kereszt (Cross), Uj Ember 
(New Man), Vigilta (Vigil), and the 
official bulletin of the bishops, Magyar 
Kurier (Courier). 

In the January issue of 1955, there 
is a report about the theological semi- 
nary in Esztergom. Rev. Josef Hajés, 
Rector of the Seminary, writes about 
the modern education of theologians, 
the basis of which is the socialist world 
outlook, three hours weekly being de- 
voted to this subject. “The outmoded, 
convenient principle that a priest should 
not concern himself with politics is un- 
tenable,” writes Rev. Hajés. 

We learn further that on November 
1, 1954, in the Budapest Theological 
Academy, 15 theologians were ordained 
as subdeacons, 22 received minor orders, 
and 16 received tonsures. Among the 
theologians are Piarists, permitted to 
receive novices into their order. 
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means to a temporal end—It recognizes that peace, in the sense of free- 
dom from only, leaves a man unfulfilled as a man, leaves him prey to 
new frustrations—It is concerned with re-education of the total man 
for his ultimate end—Written by a religious priest, it cannot be content 
with advising how to become a happy plant! Achieving Peace of Heart 
teaches freedom from in order to attain freedom for the peace of apostles 
happily and wholesomely dynamic. Price $3.50 
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COMMUNICATIONS FROM OUR READERS 





In comparison to Czecho-Slovakia, 
the religious situation in Hungary ap- 
pears to be somewhat better. The 
Czech and Slovak bishops were unable 
to proclaim the Marian Year; Greek 
Catholics were subordinated to Ortho- 
dox bishops; religious orders were com- 
pletely suppressed, and there did not 
remain even one Catholic school. 

The moderate policy initiated in 
Russia by Malenkov and readily fol- 
lowed in Hungary by Premier Nagy 
emerges clearly. With the fall of 
Malenkov and Nagy, the anti-religious 
fight in Hungary will most certainly 
increase. 

From the ideological standpoint, the 
most interesting article is in the No- 
vember-December issue, 1954, dealing 
with the entrance of National Peace 
Committee of Magyar Clergy into the 
Patriotic People’s Front. This step 
was made at the conference of the Com- 
mittee on October 5, 1954, on the pro- 
posal of its president, Rev. Dr. Mikldés 
Berezst6czy, member of parliament and 
Vicar-General of Esztergom. 

The January 1955 issue contains the 
declaration of the Archbishop of Eger, 
Dr. Gyula Czappik, to the Congress of 
the Patriotic People’s Front, in Buda- 
pest, November 20, 1954. 


The chimera of Communist propa- 
ganda and its remoteness from reality 
appears most markedly in the article 
“Jubilee of Our Liberation,” written in 
the January issue by Rev. Béla Mag, 
Titular Canon and Pastor of Budapest. 
Rev. Mag expresses joy over the 
“liberation” of Hungary by the Red 
Army and over the formation of the 
provisional National Assembly, in 
Debreczen, December 21, 1944. Who- 
ever knows the Magyars and their 
national, cultural and religious ideals 
is aware of their deep resentment 
against the Communist enslavement. 


| 
| 
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Rev. Mag reminds the reader of this 
circumstance, that “liberation” came on 
December 21, 1944, the winter solstiee, 
when the day is shortest and the night 
longest. Rev. Mag ineptly connects 
this coincidence with the turn “to a 
better future for Hungary.” To the 
freedom-loving Magyars and to the 
free world, however, the winter solstice 
of 1944 symbolizes the long and dark 
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night that Communist overlordship has 
brought upon the Magyar nation. 
Tu. J. Zupex, O.F.M., 8.T.D. 


Call to Parish Missionaries 
<DITOR: 

I was delighted to read in the Janu- 
ary Homitetic the excellent article by 
Father Finley on “Sunday Mass Mis- 
sions.” For some time I have been 
thinking that such a mission would 
work wonders in a parish, and am very 
anxious to have such a mission given in 
my parish. 

The difficulty, of course, is in finding 
a Mission group whose schedule will 
permit them to assign a man to such 
a long assignment (Father Finley's plan 
would call for at least five, if not six 
weeks). My problem is even greater, 
as I hope to be able to have the mission 
conducted during Lent, when, I believe, 
the effect of the mission would be even 
more wonderful. 

In the hope that it may come to the 
attention of someone who is able to help 
me, would you consent to publish my 
letter? There very likely are several 
Mission groups who would like to try 
the idea of the Sunday Mass Mission, 
and perhaps one may be able to supply 
a priest for us during this coming 
Lenten season. My difficulty is to know 
who they are. I should be very glad to 
hear from the Superior or Director of 
a Mission Band who would like to come 
to our parish to conduct a Sunday Mass 
Mission. WituiaM F. Garvin, V.G. 

Cathedral of the Holy Spirit 
410 Avenue B West, Bismarck, N. D. 




















QO UESTIONS ANswERED 


By JOHN J. DANAGHER, C.M., J.C.D. 





Father as Proxy Touching Child 


Question: It is my understanding of 
the law on sponsors at baptism that an 
infant’s father is permitted to act as 
proxy for an absent sponsor. If he does 
this, is the child’s father allowed to 
touch the child when it is being bap- 
tized? If he does touch the baby 
doesn’t the father contract some kind 
of spiritual relationship? 

LECTOR 


Answer: The law of the Church does 
not permit the father or mother of the 
person baptized to be sponsor at the 
baptism.? In fact, the parent is unable 
to be a valid sponsor. However, it is 
permissible to have one of the parents 
act as proxy for a sponsor who cannot 
be present. In this case, as for any 
proxy at baptism, the spiritual relation- 
ship resulting from sponsorship arises 
between the person baptized and the 
person who is the true sponsor. There 
is no spiritual relationship between the 
proxy and the person baptized. 

The proxy is merely the representa- 
tive of another party. For example, if 
a marriage by proxy is allowed by law- 
ful authority, the proxy is not married 
to the girl. The girl marries the man 
whom the proxy represents at the cere- 
mony. So, in baptism, the proxy con- 
tracts no spiritual relationship with the 
child. This is true despite the fact that 
it is he who touches the infant at the 
time of baptism. Indeed, he is sup- 
posed to touch the child, and to do 
everything that the sponsor would do if 





‘Canon 765, n. 3. 


he were present. For validity of spon- 
sorship, the law requires that the spon- 
sor or his proxy should physically touch 
or hold the child at the moment of bap- 
tism, or at least receive him from the 
font or from the hands of the minister 
after baptism.2 Consequently, if the 
father-proxy did not touch or hold the 
infant, or receive him, in the manner 
described by the canon, the sponsor 
would not validly be such and he (the 
sponsor) would have contracted no 
spiritual relationship. 

We are taking for granted here that 
all requirements for the designation of 
a proxy have been complied with, that 
the sponsor is a practical Catholic, that 
he has agreed to be sponsor, and so 
forth. Furthermore, it is not out of 
place to recommend care when entering 
the names of the sponsors, and of the 
proxy or proxies, in the baptismal regis- 
ter. The names should be entered in 
such a manner that it will be easily pos- 
sible to determine, in later years which 
one is the sponsor and which was the 
proxy at the time of the baptism. 
When the sponsor and the person bap- 
tized are of opposite sexes, there exists 
between them a diriment impediment to 
marriage, and the baptismal register 
is the official certification of that im- 
pediment. Hence, there is added rea- 
son to be sure that there will be no un- 
certainty as to which two individuals 
are prevented from marrying each other 
validly because of the spiritual rela- 
tionship arising from sponsorship. 


*Canon 765, n. 5. 
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Abstinence on Threshing Days 


Question: What about farmers who 
help non-Catholic neighbors at thresh- 
ing time and the like? May they eat 
meat on a Friday or other day of ab- 
stinence, if a meat meal is served to the 
workers, as it usually is on such days? 
Must the Catholic farmers have a dis- 
pensation, or can it be presumed that 
they are excused from the law? Many 
times it is impossible to get a dispensa- 
tion from the priest because of distance, 
etc. Can a dispensation be given by 
telephone to one’s parishioners? 

PRESBYTER 


Answer: The law of abstinence, as 
is well known, ceases to bind if it can- 
not be observed without a proportion- 
ately grave hardship. The principle is 
clear. The application of it to a par- 
ticular case is not always easy. More- 
over, when discussing cases such as that 
proposed, we must be careful to keep 
in mind the distinction between a cause 
that is sufficient to excuse from observ- 
ance of a law, and a cause sufficient to 
justify a dispensation from that law. 
The latter reason is less grave than the 
former. In other words, if an excusing 
cause is so serious that the law ceases to 
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bind an individual, he no longer needs 
a dispensation. On the other hand, one 
should not be so strict as to demand for 
a dispensation a reason that is grave 
enough by itself to excuse from the law. 

Certainly the work that is done by 
farmers at threshing time, which calls 
for a day of strenuous and constant 
labor, is heavy enough to justify the 
granting of a dispensation from ab- 
stinence to one who would ask for it. 
We can easily understand that an indi- 
vidual who might be able to get through 
the day without meat, standing up to 
the burdens of the day and the heat, 
would nevertheless find it no small in- 
convenience to do so. However, it is 
hardly to be expected that non-Catho- 
lics will prepare other than a substan- 
tial meat meal for everybody at thresh- 
ing time, only because of one or a few 
Catholics in the group. In these cir- 
cumstances, the writer would not hesi- 
tate, scandal precluded, to grant a dis- 
pensation from abstinence. It is just 
and reasonable to use one’s dispensing 
power for cases such as this, to permit 
the Catholic farmer, who is working as 
hard as anyone else, to partake of the 
same strengthening food. 

We do not think that there would 
ordinarily be any reason to question the 
sufficiency of the reason in these cases, 
if any of the faithful would seek a dis- 
pensation. However, ft is helpful to 
remember, if doubt about this point 
should occur in a particular case, that 
Canon 84, §2, provides for this un- 
certainty by ruling that “in doubt con- 
cerning the sufficiency of a cause, a 
dispensation may lawfully be sought, 
and may lawfully and validly be 
granted.” 

The law of abstinence is intended to 
satisfy the obligation of penance and 
self-denial. Nevertheless, fulfillment 
of this percept does not prevent grant- 
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ing of occasional dispensations from the 
law, when there is good enough reason 
for them. Recently, for example, in 
more than one instance, our Holy 
Father has seen fit to give such dis- 
pensations for. the entire Church on 
certain greater feasts. Of course, on 
days of only partial abstinence, the 
farmer’s problem may be solved by 
reason of the general permission to eat 
meat once a day at the principal meal. 
This is a matter that can be decided by 
the priest who is consulted. 

May exemption or excuse from the 
law be presumed in cases of the kind 
described by Presbyter? We must ad- 
mit the possibility of work so fatiguing 
and enervating that observance of the 
law of abstinence would cause a grave 
hardship. On the other hand, not 
everyone will be affected to the same 
extent by the same hard labor. Con- 
sequently, because a question of fact is 
involved in each case, it is not possible 
to establish a general rule that is appli- 
cable to all who are engaged in this 
kind of work, so far as abstinence is 
concerned. We believe that it can 
safely be held that farmers and their 
helpers, who are spending the day in 
threshing, are excused from the law of 
fasting for that day. The same rule 
cannot be set down concerning the law 
of abstinence, observance of which is 
less likely to cause grave inconvenience. 

For this reason, one should not de- 
clare generally and for all members of 
the parish, that those who are served a 
meat meal at a non-Catholic’s house on 
threshing days are freed from ab- 
stinence, if they have not obtained a dis- 
pensation beforehand. To do this 
would be to pronounce a general judg- 
ment that all workers of a certain class 
are excused from the law of abstinence. 
Nor should a general dispensation be 
thus issued, because the pastor’s dis- 
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pensing power from Canon 1245 is 
limited to individuals and to single 
families. Furthermore, general state- 
ments and announcements can easily 
be misunderstood and misquoted. Is 
is safer to advise those who may en- 
counter a problem of this kind that they 
should consult the parish priest or con- 
fessor now, before the problem arises 
again, so that they may know what to 
do the next time. The priest who is 
consulted can decide whether or not a 
dispensation is necessary, and whether 
it should be granted, remembering that 
a dispensation is often the practicable 
solution to a doubt as to whether or 
not a person already has grave enough 
reason to be excused from the law. At 
this time steps can be taken to settle 
in advance the conscience-troubling 
problem that arises when a Catholic 





farmer is working and getting his meals 
at the home of a non-Catholic neighbor 
on a Friday threshing day. 

The pastor, or other priest, whose 
jurisdiction is not limited to the sacra- 
mental forum, can grant a dispensation 
from fasting or abstinence by letter or 
by telephone.* The phrasing of the 
question by Presbyter on this point 
brings out an important fact. The 
pastor has authority to dispense his 
own subjects from these laws, wherever 
they may be, even outside his parish. 
Others he can dispense only when they 
are within his territorial limits, be- 
cause Canon 1245, §1, gives him this 
jurisdiction over travelers when they 
are within the parish. If they are else- 
where, he has no authority to dispense 
them. Consequently, if the pastor 


* Cir. Canon 201, §3. 
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QUESTIONS ANSWERED 





asked for a dispensation by telephone, 
he cannot grant the petition if the per- 
son for whom it is sought is a non- 
parishioner, who is here and now out- 
side the parish. Where the dispensation 
is used does not matter too much. 
What counts is the recipient’s location 
at the time when the dispensation is 
given, or, possibly, when it becomes 
effective. For example, if several 
workers are coming from some other 
place on threshing day, the pastor might 
previously declare that they too will 
enjoy the dispensation, meaning to dis- 
pense outsiders actually only at the 
time when they are at the dinner. 

In any case, of course, scandal must 
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be avoided. This should be easily ac- 
complished in most instances by in- 
forming others present that special per- 
mission has been granted for the Cath- 
olic workers to eat meat. Lest there 
be any misunderstanding, let it be 
added here that the writer is not recom- 
mending general or wholesale dispensa- 
tions from abstinence, particularly on 
Fridays, for farmers who are engaged 
in the hard work of threshing day. But 
there are situations of this kind which 
may well call for a dispensation, and 
the priest who knows these circum- 
stances can take the required action for 
the sake of his parishioners and of 
others who may be within the parish. 
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Two Knox Works 


A COMMENTARY ON THE GOSPELS. By 
Ronald Knox (Sheed & Ward, New 
York), pp. xviii and 284. $3.75. 
A New TESTAMENT COMMENTARY FOR 
ENGLISH Reapers (Vol. II: The Acts 
of the Apostles, St. Paul’s Letters to the 
Churches). By Ronald A. Knox 
(Sheed & Ward, New York, 1954), pp. 
ix and 322. $3.75. 


These two books with slightly differ- 
ent titles include brief introductions to 
and commentaries on the Four Gospels, 
the Acts of the Apostles and nine Paul- 
ine Epistles (Romans, 1.2. Corinthians, 
Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, 
Colossians, 1.2. Thessalonians). The 
second volume was intended to include 
all the books of the New Testament 
besides the Four Gospels, but the au- 
thor realized that he “would have to 
make two bites of the cherry,” and now 
intends a third volume containing the 
remaining books of the N. T. There 
is a brief, but helpful index to the first 
two volumes. 

The first volume was written “for the 
benefit of those who have no skill in 
Latin or Greek, but want to read the 
Bible for themselves without shirking 
the difficulties” (p. vii). Perhaps the 
second volume is intended for the same 
readers. Both volumes reveal in gen- 
eral the deep thoughts of a powerful 
and active mind and at times bring to 
light ideas, problems and solutions 
clothed in a masterful and inimitable 
art of English expression. 

These two books, however, are of 
mixed merit. The approach of Mon- 
signor Knox to the Four Gospels is 
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rather unique. It may fully satisfy a 
few who seek a commentary based 
chiefly upon a comparative study of the 
writings of the Evangelists as litera- 
ture. It is, however, a sad disappoint- 
ment to many readers who expected a 
solid and more comprehensive com- 
mentary than this English scholar was 
capable of writing. The general im- 
pression of favorable critics is that 
Monsignor Knox in his commentary on 
the Gospels is leading his unskilled 
linguistic readers not to the essential 
message of the Evangelists’ inspired 
books. His readers are rather caught 
and enmeshed in a labyrinth of gram- 
matical and synoptic riddles from which 
the author tries to extricate them. Seri- 
ous scholars, who have appraised the 
hermeneutical rules followed by Mon- 
signor Knox, maintain that his ap- 
proach to the Four Gospels is that of 
“a detective story technique” which is 
to suspect often the obvious meaning 
of a Biblical passage, and, therefore 
(because of his past experiences as a 
successful author in this art of Eng- 
lish composition) wanders off to and 
stresses side issues that must be fer- 
reted out from the Biblical text to ob- 
tain the spiritual message or truth lurk- 
ing behind the Biblical passage. But 
such a specific approach to the Gospels, 
while laudatory along general lines, is 
impractical and insufficient to satisfy 
the general reader, who is eager to know 
the spiritual message of Christ’s teach- 
ing. Perhaps, this methodical approach 
of Monsignor Knox was to serve as a 
defense or apologia for his translation 
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of the Bible, which has been severely 
criticized as being too frequently para- 
phrastic and tempering or modifying 
its Semitic flavor and style. 

Monsignor Knox in his second vol- 
ume has changed, to a large extent, his 
methodology. While the reviewer does 
not agree with all the ideas of the 
author, yet he notes that historical and 
theological questions are more amply 
treated and the views of Biblical schol- 
ars are more seriously evaluated. 
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INVALIDATING Laws. By Rt. Rev. 


Msgr. Edward Roelker, S.T.D., 

J.C.D. (St. Anthony Guild Press, 

Paterson, N. J., 1955), pp. ix, 197. 

$3.00. 

Monsignor Roelker, of the Canon 
Law faculty at the Catholic University, 
has set down a careful study of those 
Church laws which render an act void 
(leges irritantes) or a person incapable 
of acting (leges inhabilitantes). Much 
that he says has been already stated by 
the chief canonists before and since the 
publication of the present Codex of 
Canon Law; Monsignor Roelker for the 
most part seeks no more than to corre- 
late their findings. His work, painstak- 
ing and thorough within its limited 
field, is important as a general intro- 
duction to a knowledge of invalidating 
laws—the common name by which he 
designates both nullifying and incapaci- 
tating laws—and for his careful tabula- 
tion of all those laws in the Codex. A 
valuable contribution, even though 
only briefly considered, is his defense of 
the Church’s right to pass such laws: 
“No injustice is inflicted on a person 
who must, in order to live in society, 
surrender some rights which he could, 
if he lived outside of society, exercise” 
(page 52). Not only the clergy engaged 
in chancery and tribunal practice, but 
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By Dr. William Grossouw, trans. and 
edited by Martin W. Schoenberg, O.S.C. 
—In this study of St. John’s Gospel, Dr. 
Grossouw guides us along gently, 
leading us to the inner world of Johan- 
nine thought, ably demonstrating that 
it can be best appreciated by a firmer 
grasp of three characteristic ideas that 
occur again and again in the writings 
of the Evangelist: light, life, and love. 
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London Tablet $2.00 
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book bringing out the ideal contained 
in The Golden Legend, the celebrated 
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Voragine. By a novel treatment of 
the lives, or incidents from the lives, of 
a number of saints the author builds up 
the ‘“Golden Man,”’ the ideal Christian 
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all priests having to do with Marriage 
legislation will find the work useful; so 
will that growing number of purists and 
lawyers who seek to complement their 
knowledge of the laws of the land with 
some corresponding acquaintance with 
Church legislation. 

James McVann, C.S.P. 


Medical Ethics 


MoraLtE ET MeEpecInNE. By Jules 
Paquin, S. J. (Montreal, L’Imma- 
culee-Conception, 1955). 

A reading knowledge of French is a 
passkey to a treasury of values in this 
volume of medical ethics from the pen 
of the esteemed moralist, Father Jules 
Paquin, 8. J. It is the most comprehen- 
sive of all the recent works in the field 
which have come to the attention of this 
reviewer. Doctors, nurses, and priests 
will find herein a clear, systematic ap- 
plication of the body of pertinent moral 
principles to the widest range of 
medico-moral problems, including the 
most difficult and the most recent, 
among them narcoanalysis, psycho- 
therapy with modern _ techniques, 
periodic continence, extortion of secrets, 
the so-called “truth-drugs.” 

A special feature worthy of com- 
mendation is the author’s excellent use 
of the latest Papal pronouncements 
to provide authority and setting for his 
methodical approach to a variety of 
topics and difficulties. 

Avoysius J. WexsH, S.T.D. 
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articles for 25 cents. 
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I’ve got a secret 


“My best-loved dishes come already 
prepared, ready to serve.” 


FAcH Sexton Menu Marvel is, the 

recipe of a famous chef. Each calls 
for premium quality meats and vege- 
tables, blended with secret sauces plus 
subtle gravies and spices. 

Let your secret chef be a shelf-ful of 
Sexton Menu Marvels. There are 12 in 
all...at the better independent grocers. 








John Sexton & Co., Sexton Square, Chicago, Ill. 

















CHANGEABLE LETTER 


Interior and Exterior Bulletin Boards 
of Bronze or Stainless Steel 


CUSTOM BUILT QUALITY 
We enjoy the confidence of many Catholic Parishes 
Send for Free Illustrated Catalogue 
Dept. H 


UNIVERSAL BULLETIN BOARD CO. 


920 Broadway, New York 10, N. Y. 
Tel: Gramercy 3-7426 


Est. 1933 











IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 
138 STYLES * STEEL - WOOD 
FOLDING - NON-FOLDING 


FACTORIES: N.Y., ST.LOUIS, DENVER 
Write for FREE Catalog « Indicate Needs 


ADIRONDACK CHAIR CO. 
1140 Broadway, Dept. E-2, N.Y. 1, N.Y. (nr. 27St.) 













At last 


the easy-to-grasp text 
long sought by 
instructors 

for convert, 
sponsor and child... 


a catechism for 
Con iymation 


by REV. JOHN J. MORRIS 


This stimulating, up-to-the- 
minute presentation contains— 


® 84 questions and answers 
(10 convenient lessons) 


s Photo illustrations 


s Attractive remembrance 
record 


® Prayers, Bibliography 


place your order today — 
32 pp., 25c—quan. discount. 





D. Farrel Co. 


526 Marengo Avenue 
Forest Park, Illinois 

or at your local 
CATHOLIC BOOKSTORE 











Now in one complete volume! 
ENCYCLOPEDIA OF PREACHING 


By Rev. Clement H. Crock 


I. Discourses on the Apostles’ Creed 
II. The Commandments in Sermons 
III. Discourses on Grace and the Sacraments 


IV. Virtue versus Vice 





80,000 copies of these four separate works 
sold to date! Here are the reasons! 


THE APOSTLES’ CREED: “The real perfection and value of Fr. Crock’s work seems to 
rest on the fact that he is perfectly familiar with the doubts, objections and very thoughts 
of both the faithful and those without the faith. Thus, in a clever manner, he anticipates 
their problems and solves them. No angle or loophole seems to be missed. Each discourse 
carries an air of satisfying completeness.” — Dominicana. 


e@e°@ 
THE COMMANDMENTS IN SERMONS: “This series of sermons is a practical one. 


The author comes down to fundamentals; no problem or issue is shirked. We recommend 
this volume very highly.”-—The Irish Ecclesiastical Record. 

“Here is a volume that many busy pastors will welcome.””— America. 

‘The advantage of this book is that it provides a good backbone for the individual priest 
to fill up with flesh according to his own method of creation.””— The Sign. 


GRACE AND THE SACRAMENTS: “The preacher will do well to look into this book 
for help in his own sermons.’’— The Catholic School Journal. 

“Throughout the volume the readers will perceive the happy way in which anecdotes and 
illustrations of various kinds attract and sustain attention.”—The Homiletic and Pastoral 


Review. 


e@ee 
VIRTUE AND VICE: “This volume will readily be welcomed not only by the orator, 
but also by the confessor, the spiritual director and the catechist. The arrangement of the 
material is clear and logical; the definitions, simple. The catchy illustrations and stories 
are taken from the Sacred Scriptures, ecclesiastical and profane history, and the current 
happenings of our own day.”—Nuntius Aulae. 


Price $13.50 


JOSEPH F. WAGNER, INC., 53 Park Place, New York 7, N. Y. 
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Firms with Episcopal Authorization to 
Handle Sacred Vessels and Repair Them 
~ 
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BOSTON 
Benziger Brothers, Inc., 95 Summer Street 
Patrick J. Gill & Sons, Inc., 387 Washington Street 
CHARLESTON, W. VA. 
Harry D. Corcoran Co., 212714-2129 Market St. 
CHICAGO 
Benziger Brothers, Inc., 223-225 West Washington Street 
Lawrence N. Daleiden Co., 218 W. Madison St. 
D. B. Hansen & Sons, 23 North Franklin Street 
CINCINNATI 
Benziger Brothers, Inc., 429 Main Street 
Frederick Pustet Company, Inc., 436 Main Street 
CLEVELAND 
John W. Winterich and Associates, 3700 Euclid Ave. 
GUTTENBERG, N. J. 
Summit Studios, 112-114 71st St. 
NEW YORK CITY 
Benziger Brothers, Inc., 6-8 Barclay Street 
Engel & Sharkey, 334 Park Ave. 
Walter R. Engel, Inc., 23 East 51 St. 
The Edward O’Toole Company, Inc., 65 Barclay Street 
Frederick Pustet Company, 14 Barclay Street 
Rambusch Decorating Company, 40 West 13th Street 
Summit Studios, 233 Broadway 
OMAHA 
Koley Plating Co., 2951-53-55 Harney Street 
PHILADELPHIA 
Keystone Silver Co., 804-805 Sansom St. 
ST. LOUIS 
B. Herder Book Company, 15 and 17 South Broadway 
ST. PAUL 
The E. M. Lohmann Company, 413-415 Sibley Street 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Benziger Brothers Inc., 758 Mission Street 
TULSA 
F. C. Ziegier, 1150 South Frankfort 
WHEELING, W. VA. 
Harry D. Corcoran Co., 212714-2129 Market St. 
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of Art Treasures 
For CHURCH, HOME, SCHOOL 


Choose at your leisure from our collection 
of fine full-color reproductions of Old 
Masters, Moderns, Contemporaries. Our 
big new catalog illustrates over 500 
works and lists more than 4700. $1 


Cesieewohions 


America’s Oldest and Largest Print Dealer 
1208 Sixth Avenue, New York 36, N. Y. Dept. HPR 











FOR THAT 


STAINED GLASS LOOK 


USE 
WINDOWPHANIE 
Plain Glass windows acquire 
the beauty, the dignity and 
the grace of stained glass 
with WINDOWPHANIE. 
Inexpensive! Easy toApply! 
Free Sample and Informa- 
tion. Send size of windows. 


WINDOWPHANIE CO. 
Dept. HP 
855 Bloomfield Ave. 








Glenridge, N. J. 

















WAXSAVERS 


Take a sample candle to 
your dealer and have him 
properly fit it to this dur- 
able, attractive, polished 
brass candle-saving can- 
dleburner. 








Trlorvice FOLDING BANQUET TABLES 


NOW, Monroe Folding Banquet Tables, at 
no extra cost, are offered with new-processed 
tops, highly resistant to most serving hazards. 
Write for catalog, direct prices and discounts 
to churches, schools, clubs, lodges, etc. 
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IMPORTANT TRANSLATIONS— 


THE CHURCH OF THE 
WORD INCARNATE 


Vol. |: The Apostolic Hierarchy 
by Msgr. Charles Journet 


This is the first of four volumes which discuss the Church in terms of the four causes from 
which she results—efficient, material, formal and final. Vol. 1, now published, treats of 
the two powers, sacramental and jurisdictional, which by virtue of their union constitute 
the apostolic hierarchy. The question of Apostolicity is considered by way of corol- 
lary. None of this is in the old-fashioned sense Apologetic—the arguments are there 
but in the perspective of the profoundest spiritual realities. 


‘In my opinion not only is Msgr. Journet the greatest living theologian, but his treatise 
on the Church is epoch-making and will become a classic."'"—Jacques Maritain. $7.50 


THE MYSTICAL BODY OF CHRIST 


by Friedrich Jurgensmeier 


“The importance of Father Jurgensmeier’s great work on the Mystical Body of Christ has 
been universally recognised. In successive editions it has exercised a profound influence 


on the lives of thousands . . . . This new English edition has been prepared . . . with the 
express purpose of bringing the work into complete harmony with the most recent papal 
teaching.” —from the foreword by Archbishop Cushing. $5.00 


KEY CONCEPTS 
OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 


by Albert Gelin 


The idea of communal responsibility, the concept of a world beyond death, the realiza- 
tion of the value of the individual, the working out of what was meant by God's 
““otherness’’ and His ‘nearness’’—these are some of the key strands in the web of Old 
Testament achievement which Father Gelin skillfully separates and examines, showing 
how the Old Testament mentality was gradually transformed by divine revelation until it 
should be able to receive the teaching of our Lord. 


Order from any bookstore 


There is more about these books in the new number of Sheed & Ward's 
OWN TRUMPET. To get the Trumpet, free and postpaid, write to 
Harriet MacGill—all the address you need is— 


SHEED & WARD New York 3 





Ylourbus Homini Sanctolite 


Conforms to the letter and spirit of Canon 1271 


In response to a demand by many of 
the hierarchy for a dependable sanc- 
tuary light which would conform abso- 
lutely to the letter and spirit of Canon 
1271, Will & Baumer has now made 
available a pure olive oil and pure bees- 
wax mixture—the new Lux Domini 
Sanctuary Light. This light is truly 
fitting to symbolize the Real Presence 

with ingredients so pure, so positively 
canonical that not a shadow of doubt 
remains. 

Unvarying in quality and sealed at 
the factory with positive identification 


guaranteeing its rubrical content, the 
Lux Domini Light can be handled and 
stored easily. It is available in the 
bottle-style container and is recom- 
mended for use particularly in Will & 
Baumer’s new Dome-Shape § Sanctuary 
Lamp. Thus equipped the burning 
qualities of this new light can be fully 
guaranteed. 

*Only the finest quality pure olive oil is used 
with selected and lested top grades of pure 
virgin beeswax to make the Lux Domini Light. 


Will 
Bau mer 


CHURCH CANDLES 
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